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PREFACE. 
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T  N  the  multitude  of  changes  taking  place  in  a  large  congre- 
A  gation,  it  is  often  true  that  the  moulding  and  formative 
influences  of  the  past  are  forgotten,  be;cause  not  condensed  in 
a  consecutive  and  permanent  redord. 

To  prevent  this  loss,  and  give  a  brief  history  of  Knox 
Church,  the  following  biographical  sketches  have  been  compiled. 
The  materials  are  collected  from  many  sources,  and  in  a  few 
years  would  be  inaccessible  for  this  purpose.  This  is  especially 
true  of  the  chief  benefactor  of  the  congregation  at  its  formation, 
and  of  the  early  pastors?  At  the  request  of  the  Deacon's  Court 
the  sermon  preached  at  the  close  of  ten  years'  service,  in  .April, 
1890,  is  appended. 

Recognizing  with  humble  gratitude  the  gracious  guidance, 
of  God  in  the  past,  and" earnestly  di|teating  His  continued  bless- 
ings, thi^  Review  is  respectfully  presented  to  members  and 
adherents  by  the  Pastor  as  a  New  Year's  souvenir  for  1891. 


Henry  M.  Parsons. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 
SKETCHES   AND/REVIEW. 


jHssr:   Ki-rrciu'M.* 

'T^IIE  subject  of  this  sketch  u.is  born  March  31st,  1782,  in 
1  Spcncertown,  Cohiinbia  Count)-,  Now  \^)rk.  His  motricr 
chccl  when  he  was  six  years  oTai^eaiul  his  father  placed  him  with 
;i  tanner  to  learn  the  trade,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  nine- 
teen, at  which  tune  he  left  the  countr}-  and  settied  in  Toronto, 
C.  \V.,  then  a  small  towti.  known  as  "  IJttle  York."  llavini,r 
obtained  possession  of  .1  tannery,  he  started  in  business  for  him- 
self and   there  laid   the  foundation  (/  his  wealth   and  usefulness. 

Mr.  Ketchum  was  brou-^dit  up  a  I'rcsbytejian,  but  first  umted 
with  the  Church  of  ['".norland,  that  bein^^  the  onl>-  church  in  the 
l)lace.  In  iSiha  Methotiist  Churcirwas  or^^uli/,ed,  and  he  left 
the  Church  of  I'.ni^land  to  assist  that.  In  the  sann-  \ear  he  set 
ai)art  two  acres  of  l.uid  for  the  site  of  a  Tresb^'terian  Church,  on 
which  he  hudt  a  brick  house,  50  !)>■  30  fi>ct,  in  whi.h  a  church 
was  or-ani/cd  m  iS.M),  under  tlu'  i)a^toial  i  an-  of  I\cv.  James 
Harris,  who  aMeruards  became  his  son  in  law.  ."^uch  was  tlu> 
ori^nn  ol  the  lar-e  .md  noiuishiii;^  <  hurch  in  I'oionto,  known  as 
"  l\no\  (  lunch."  b'or  sonic  )cars  he  occupied  a  seat  in  tin- 
Can.tdiaii   I'ai  li.iment. 

Mr.  Ketchum  rcino\cd  to  Muffalo  in  iS.ic;.  lien-  he  united 
with  the  I'irst  Chui(h.  lie  piiivh.ised  a  lot  on  N(;rth  street  as 
the  site  o(    his    private    residcnee,  ,ind    ,1  lot    on    Delaware   street, 

^1  hh,  skrlcjl  |.,  ijiicth    lli'lll  lllf    M.lini.il  ol    Wi!slriilll-,lri    I 'i  i-^l  lyt,.,  l.ltl   Cimirji. 

WiTUTr. ;  nn.l  rnui.  ITu^  TTIsiniuiJ  .u.,.iint   l.y  W.  H.  MeMmiidr  !■*>     iti  KuvC 
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which  he  afterwards  i)rcsentc(l  fo  fh«  u; "       • 

lie  was  the  „u ner  of  a  la,w  traet  of        H T        ""'  "■'"'=''• 

,■         iKTe  a,ul  ,„  Torouto,  by  the  t^rowth  ,  r,h  '"-Vestments 

'""C-,  ,-e,„icred  him  very  wealth?       ,      "-■  """'■  ■'"  "^""'■^'^  of 
'"-,.  fro.n  b„s,„es.s.  '  '  ""'  ""'"'"«!  '"^  early  retfrc- 

••"  «ifts  a,„l  eharit^.  wh  1^™,,    ,'      ^"""^^"'"n  of  his  wealth 

^'"■1   .-.rfectionate  care       ^Z      uT^T  "'"'"='  °'"  ^'"  '"'"«t 

Annually  he  visited  every  ™,e  „    t'l!^       J   ''''''^"   •<='^'"'™- 

»"!'  I'i."  fjifts  of  books  fo    eve  ""'^  '  ''^''°"'^'  ■•""d  bore 

alike.  ""  '■""y  ""<=■  children  an'd  teachers 

I"  1X71  uas  founded  the  "  les«,.  j-   ,  1         ., 
'■>   '-  "f  fust  executed  1,12^';^  Ty  "°"'°"'^'  "■""^■ 
-TU,K  to  the  City  of  „„ffa,,    the  s  ,n        i  :'^  "'^""""^»' ""- 
I'clual   n.einorial.      Its  obicrl   u  ,s  ,         ,       *'°'«»oo  as  a  per- 
K"it  study  aud  correct  .leoort n,'    ,  ?  ''      '"  '"'  '"™"tive  to  dili-   • 
-"-is  and   u,a„uer      ,      '      '    n'  ■  '"  'V'"""'  "'""-  '■'  -ind, 
""■  .-in,-  Kcneratio,  .      ^   |   '",  7  """">'  "'"'^"^  " 

•■■■""'"<  -ch  .vear  ,u,de,th,    .;:,';"""  """  """  '""-^  "-  'H- 

"■-;;:  .;r:;::;fo;::;:r:t  :r''^ -'"-''>■- ^ 

•■-"■"t.  occni.vin..  on      ,•„'''■    ''"  "'  '■""'•  l^ve  acres  in 

•">■■  '■"■■■"'■''  "V  z:  tu:;t,"T"'  '"'■"'■■■'^  ■"  "-■ 

SI.V..IS,  f„r  „„,  „;,  ;,f  n,.\      "'7''"';    '■'""'"■"Ih    an,l    York 
"-  y-l""l  i"  ..so;  at  $,,„,,»««''  "'■     ''''"''  '''"^■'^  "^'•""1 

-v'hvc-,n„n„s,,,v.     "■^"""'"■'^■""'•'•^^^",,hc.c■i,h,y 

^^    ''n.u-,,>als,.r  the  ^ulW^  ^C;^;^';^;^;^; i^i^^^ 

^^•^^^^^f'  fTiTTdre.i  of  VVc'st- 
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minstcr  Sunday-school.  Tlje  public  schools  were  closed  that 
day  in  honour  to  his  mcmor}:'.  ^Ma-ny  clergymen  occupied  the 
pulpit.  The  Rev.  Dr.  A.  T.  Chester  preached  the  funeral  ser- 
mon, and  prayers  were  offered  by  Dr.  Lord  and  Dr.  Clark.  An 
A  o|)portunity  wa.s  offered,  and  many  availed  themselves  of  it, 
to  look  ^for  the  last  time  upon  the  kindly  face  of  the  dead. 
His  remains  were  borne  to  their  last  resting  place  in  Forest 
Lawn. 

VVcstmin.ster  Church  stands  as  a  memorial  of  his  generosity 
and  Christian  zeal.  lie  planted  it  and  sustained  it.  He  served 
it  as  trustee,  deacon  and  elder,  and  took  an  active  part  in  its 
prayer  meetings  and  Sunday-school.  His  heart  was  ever  with 
it,  and  his  purse  was  always  open  to  it. 

Mr.  K'etchum  made  similar  provision,  for  the  public  schools 
of  Toronto,  as  for  Buffalo,  and  every  year  the  wisdom  and  bene- 
ficence of  this  good  man,  speak  to  hundreds  of  children,  and  will 
speak  for  generations  to  come,  forming  impressions  for  good 
that  will  never  be  effaced.  His  good  work  for  Knox  Church  is 
ctjually  conspicuous. 

When  Rev.  Mr.  Ilarris  organized  a  Presbyterian  congrega- 
tion in  York  in  1S20,  his  efforts  in  this  direction  were  ably 
seconded  by  the  late  Jesse  KetchumrFsci.  ;  and  in  the  month  of 
November,  of  that  year,  a  meeting  of  I'rcsbyterians  and  other 
friends  was  held,  when  it  was  agreed  among  those  present  to 
raise  a  subscription  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  Presbyterian 
Church  in  York,  aiul  for  the  supf)ort  of  a  minister,  and  other 
purposes  coiniected  therewith,  and  Messrs.  C.  Drummond,  J. 
Carfrae  and  J.  Ross,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  the 
same.  The  task  of  the  committee,  so  far  as  relatetl  to  the  church  ■. 
building,  was  an  easy  one,  for  Mr.  Ketchuin  generously  came 
liirward,  and  after  agreeing  to  give  (as  he  afterwards  gave)  the 
valu.ible  lot  of  land  now  owned  !))■  the  congregation,  erected  at  V 
his  own  ex|)ense  tiie  new  church.  The  agreement  under  which 
he  deeded  the  land,  is  one  of  the  first  things  recorded.  It  was 
a  valuable  Christmas  gift  to  the  )oung  church,  and  reads  as 
follows  :  "  ' 


lO 


\     K^OX   CHURCH.   TORONTO. 


'       "  '  promise  Wg.Ve  for  the    h        ^'""''  "'""  '""•  '"°- 

'yP'S  between  H.^ital^tr  e   a^T  "tT"  ^"''^  '^"^  3  and-4, 
'"  '""Wing  £„^  p;„^  ^y^-^'  ""'J  Lot  Street,  in  this  town,  and 

■  ;       (Signed,)  JESSE  KETCHUM" 

'n  grateful  acknowledgment   of  n,       -r 

'«^'owed,  and   i,i  token  of  hi"  hijh   rh^  '  ""'  ''-"dsomely 

"nt,nng  energy  (n  behalf  of  "he  con<^      "'""   "''"'''"  ^'^ 

"'emory  was  placed  in  the  vest  bule  of  tr*"'!,'™'"  '""'''  '°  •"» 

bers  and  adherents  of  the  conl  ''^''"'^'  ^r  the  mem- 

■nseriRtion  :         ^  »ngrega.,on,  bearing  the  follow '"g 

X  'N    COMMEMORATION    OF 

■        ,  ^■"■-^-^'-  XETCHUM,  ESQ., 

f  ANO  ALSO 

'N<  =  KATKKUC  AC-KNOW,  FD,FM,M.,. 

'•"•^     -NOKKO^nON     OF    .,^r"  ^"^^^"^^  --   'O 

"^     IHK     (;K0UND     ON    WHir-u 

'S  «^.LT,  AND  OF  THP  .  ''"'    '"^^^^H 

«  OF   THE  ADJOINING  PROPKRTY. 
:  'HIS    lAULET 

"  "'"^  "'='"=  '~  co„Pu«„  w„.„  ,  „,,, 

.    KFSornr.  UNANIMOUS 

:  '^  ^AKCH,  A.„.   MnccCLXX. 
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REV.  JAMES  HARRIS. 

MR.  HARRIS  was  born  in  Dumalt,  County  of  Monoghan,  in 
October  1795.  His  studies  were  pursued  in  Belfast 
and  Edinburgh.  He  was  a  Licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Monoghan,  in  connection  with  the  Secession  Church  in  the 
,  North  of  Ireland.  Having  received  the  usual  testimonies  of 
good  standing  as  a  probationer,  he  sailed  from  Belfast  for  Canada, 
June  6th,  1820.  On  the  loth  of  Augu.st  following  he  reached 
Brockville,  and  was  urged  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smart  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  that  town,  to  come  to  York  (now 
Toronto)  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  Conducting  religious 
services  at  various  points  along  the  road,  he  reached  this  place 
Aug  28^h.  No  regular  supply  of  preaching  was  then  enjoyed 
by  the  few  Presbyterians  in  the  vicinity.  Occasionally  they 
were  vi.sited  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jenkins  of  Richmond  Hill  and 
Scarboro. 

There  were  then  only  two  churches  in  the  town  of  York, 
ohe,  Church  of  England— under  Rev.  Dr.  Strachan,  afterward 
Bishop  of  Toronto — in  a  neat  frame  building  on  the  present  site 
of  St.  James'  Cathedral,  King  street.  The  other  was  a 
Methodist  Church,  occupying  a  large,  and,  for  that  time, 
commodious  frame  building  on  King  street  west. 

At  that  time  there  were  only  two  Presbyterian  ministers  west 
of  King.ston.  One  was  Rev.  Robert  McDowall  ;  who  came  to 
Canada  iil  1798,  and  settled  in  Efncstown,  where  he  Ictboured  for 
many  years.  The  other  was  Rev.  William  Jenkins  of  Richmond 
Hill,  who  came  to  Canada  from  the  United  States  in  1817. 
He  was  originally  from  Scotland  and  belonged  to  the  Anti- 
burgher  Church  in  that  land.  Eor  eighteen  months,  from  first 
Sabbath  '\t\  September,  Mr.  Harris  conducted  pubWc  worship  in  a 
large  .school-room.  During  this  time  the  congregation  increased  in 
^umbcrs.and  on  Sabbath,  Feb.  18, 1822,  they  entered  and  occupied 


a  tieW  church  edifice.     This  building  stood  on    the   present  "site 


12 


KNOX  CHURCH,  torontV 


ftesbyterian  Congregation      T.^  """"^    '"    ^°*    '°'  " 

,       gallery,  was  assesS^o  °  he  I:;??'  ''^  P™''  P"'P"  -d 

became  pewholders.     Mr    Harri  T  ^^''^  "^^  "'°^<=  "h" 

congregation,  July  ,o  ,8.,  b'  »  "'''°':'''"''^''  P^^^r  of  this 

Presbytery  of  eLk;- lie    who  IT""''"'  '"P"'"''^  >>>' *e 

the  firt   P?e,  —  c::  -dispensed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Harris   to 

».  Re.  Mr.  Es:^r:-r;'se::  r  -^^-^.-st:: 

members   were  present.     The  nim.  ^"     ^^^^"^y-e'ght 

"The  Presbyterian  Church  of  YoTk  Uc"  %;;''^  ^'"^^^  -- 
house  was  formally  opened  on  the  I'sth  of  P  I  "'""  "''^''"§^- 
"nt.l  1827,  was  tHe  only  place  '  ,  J  ^'^  °^  ^^^'-"^•■y.  1822,  and 
town.  ^  P'^'^'^  "^  Presbyterian  worship  in  the 

■  Harnrt'ntin'u::  hTlLTrt  i:!^'^-  ^""^^^  ^^  '«44.  Mr. 
fulness,  and  to  the  acceptan  e  r  "^'"''"'^  ^'''^  ^^^^^  ^^'th- 
■ncreasing  congregation      nr  """    ^"^'''"^    ^"^    ^^^ays 

-ny.  who  Jm  i^lte  ^U::!^:^'^  ''f'  ^"^  '^^^  ^^ 
^^o'-th,   and   his  kind    svmn.fM  u  ""'  ''"^^  ^'^  ^^e^-^-ng 

ruptionofthe-PresMe^r;^^^^^  I"    1844   the    di.^      ' 

^^e  Kirk  of  Scotland  C;,^c"ou>   ^^^^a  connected  with 
at  that  time  left  St.  Andrew's  Church     '.T^''  "'  '^^"^^^''^ 
.congregation.     This  new  colreg  t "n  ."^  "''"'' 

T^ev.  Dr.  Burns,  of  Paisley  and  w  '"^'""^^^  ^  ^^11  to 

.    church.  ^'  ^"^  ^^-"^  preparing  to  build  a  new 

P-bUtSTth:^^  "^-^^    by    the    York 

o-  church,  it  being  u"    ^th^.^^  ^"^  ^^^ 

rct.re  on  an  annuity.     Fventuallv  H  "■''"  ^""'^^"ted  to      > 

Harris    retained   his^on;:   ^  '  ^  ;:  Tt '"'T'^^'  ^"'   ^^-        ^ 
Sre^^'itionasandingFlder      rV  ,    '      '   '""'^    ^"^'^    ^on- 

■n  support  of  every  b;nev;ient  o^ct    "  "'"■"^^^  "^^  ^^^'■- 

He  was  the  first   secretary  of     h.  "  "  V     L    . 
^oc,ety,'>,-med  in  the  year    8  8        H"     r"'^  ^"^'''"'>'  «'b'<^'         ' 
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Jesse  Ketchum,  Esq.,  vvas  especially  interested .  in  this  great 
and  blessed  cause,  and  while  a  substaptial  benefactor  in  his 
life-time  ^of  the  Society,  left  tW:amcntary  provision  which,  will 
keep  his  name  honoured  by  gerl^^ions  who  never  knew  him). 
F/5r  seven,  years  Mr.  Harris  held^his  o^ce,  and  in  1837  was 
again  elected  secretary.  Resigning  the  office,  he^s  elected  a" 
vice-president  of  the  Society,  andNremained  -so  until  his  death 
in  1873.  Every  duty  he  undertook  \\^as  conscientiousfy  ^"s- 
charged.  He  Vas  modest  and  of  retiring  disposition,  with' 
no  desire  to  push  himself  into  notice.  He  lived  .to  see  the 
humble  place  eff  his  adoption,  the  small  and  ,"  Muddy  York  " 
of  1823,  grow  to  Uie  large  and  beautiful  Toronto  of  1873.  I^ith 
joy  and  thankfulness  he  witnessed  the  growth  Bf  that  small 
congregation  of  twenty-ei^HPhiembers,  to  become  one  of  the 
largest  in  mem»l?ership  and  wealth  in  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
or  even  in'the  dominion  of  Canada. 

At  the  ripe  age  of  four-score  years,  after  a  use^if^and 
blameless  life,  he  was  called  away  to  X.\\e^J?tC^j^y  rest. 
Respected  by  all  a.s.  an  upright  man,  a  eonsistent  Chri^an, 
and  a  faithful  minister,  hxs  name  will  be  honoured  in  history 
as  one  of  the  origihaKfounders'and  pioneers  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Canada. 

The  congregation  of  Knox  Church  have  inscribed  a  marble 
tablet  to  his' memory  in  the  vestibule  of  the  cbufdi  ;  and  a 
fitting  monumc^nt  in  the  Necropolis  of  Toronto  marks  his  grave. 
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RKV.  ROBERT  B'-RNS,  D.D.*       ' 

School,  he  entered  College  at     /t     7  T''"  '"  ""=  '^™™™ar 
affo  of  twelve  and  a  hafle    ,    'h,     '  ,'  ?'''  "'"'  ^'  *=  ^^'^ 
^   confession  of  Christ  in  ,/^  a,„  t  "'      '  ""'  ""^^  ^""-"^  °" 
.    ^tudy  of  theolo,,y.     Graduaii:,"    „  "  rr?'",  ^°"""™^^''  '"e  • 
resided  with  Rev  Mr  B6„»rfr-        ''''*'''"'==" '"""'I's  he 
>vifc),  a,Ki  was  licensed  to  preLch  ^n'T"".''  ^"""^  °'  "^'^  -""d 
mon  in  the  l>arish  Church  off  ^"''^'  "''°-     "'»  «'«'  ^er- 

.  The  foilowincf  June  and  for  f™"""  "'^  '"""  R°™"».  i-  .0 
of  £»,st  Church  ,"  •  ^l'™  '^'^  '"°"*^'  he  .^pp.ied  the  pulpit 
Paisley,  July  ,9th,  ,8, ,  He  vvJ"  •'"''  ™''  ■-^I'ed  at 
and  he  entered  visorou:,y  ,"  o  s  firT  *?'"""'=  ^^^^^  "^  ^f-^' 
'own,  noted  for  its  moralL  and  ,■  ,  S^  "^^  '"  '^''  famous 
■■»  Journal,  de.cribcs-.,tTs,  ^.r^J "^"^^^  Hiil.  in 

'-or  thirty-four  years  he  continued  here  toT'"  °'  ^'°"'"'-"    ■ 
«ilh  increasing  celebrity     At  ,^,1      !     '"''"^charKe  his  ministry 

•  'raining  he  had  receive^in^Lt  '  Th",'    r"^''°"'=''  "^<= 'horough 
which  has  made  the  Scot  ish  "  /       r      "^  "^"PO-'ory  Iccturi.rg, 
a-'y  'o  the  Word  of  God"    W  ,,':;,■  "r"  '"  T  '"^'^  ^"^  '°  ^   ' 
-yV  .n,.^diately  after.  ,   J^S^^^^T^' '"'   "'-""'  "=  ' 
lectures  ,„  the  mornin..  scrvire   /  !     '"'    '   ""-Kan  (,  course  of 

''-l™s,  then-  on  two  „r  th,"  of  :h  '  ""  ^f "  "™"°"^  '    

'hen  on  the  harmony  of  the  (;osne  s      l!t       '■•'"''""^  "^Mm 
'«ry  « tirirty-four  yea^  in  !■■,    1       ,  "  """<^  "^  "'>"«ii 

New  Testament;  an'     teedi:?,;    ,"™'  i™"  '"^  "■""'^-  "^ 'he 
of  the  old."    Ij,,^^.  "•«  '"■"0'":al  and  prophetic  parts 

-  aaKitcst  -affliction  of  hfc  i.t^ 

fv?.  ""   'IIS  lUc  occurred 

'.^Halifax,    yr  "^'  "•"■.  I'y  his  son, 
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in  18.41,  Nov.  14th,  when  his  wife,  for  twenty-eight  years  his 
counsellor  and  comforter,  and  the  devoted  mother  of  his  chil- 
dren, after  a  brief  illness  was  "taken  away  with  a  stroke."  This 
discipline  of  sorrow  bore  rich  fruit  in  his  life.  While  a  most 
faithful  teacher,  a  .sympathizing  and  tender  pastor,  he  was  also 
actively  enggiged  in  every  good  work  which  could  promote  the 
well-being  of  .society,  and  the  .salvation  of  the  lo.st.  He  had 
-intense  interest  in  all  missionary  projects.  He  was  early  en- 
gaged in  the  establishment  of  Sabbath  schools  and  Bible  cla.s.se.s. 
For  twenty  years  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Pafsli^  and  East 
Renfrcdshire  liiblc  Society.  Six  months  after  thd^undation 
of  the  London  Missionary  Society  an  Auxiliary  was  formed  in 
Paisley.  Voy  many  years  he  was  Secretary  of  this  branch.  His 
devotion  to  every  good  cau.se  was  manifest  from  the  employ- 
ment of  hi.s  pen.  He  contributed  to  the  onwaVd  movement  of 
the  Gospel  by  all  the.se  channels  in  forty-one  essays  and  separate 
volumes. 

In  appreciation  of  his  meritorious  abilities  and  Christian  activ- 
ity the  University  of  Gla.sgow.in  1828,  conferred  upon  him  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divitrit^.  He  was  also  a  Fellow  of  the 
^oyal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  and  of  the  Antiquarian  Society  of 
Scotland. 

Dr.  liurns  was  a  strong  controversialist.  He  entered  heartily 
into  the  defence  of  Protestant  faith  against  Romanism  :  yet  with 
such  freedom  from  bitterness,  and  such  a  Christian  sincerity 
that  those  friends  who  were  opposed  to  his  viev\j.s,  never  lost 
their  regarti  for  him,  nor  their  confidence  in  his  gcJiuine  and 
holy  character. 

In  the  )'ear  184^,  the  year  of  the  memorable  "  ilisruption," 
l)i.  Cuimingharn  was  appointed  a  deputy  to  the  American 
churches  on  behalf  of  the  building  fund  of  the  I'lee  Church  of 
Scotland.  Dr.  Burns  was  al.so  asked  to  join  him,  and  the  deputies 
were  urged  to  include  Canada  in  their  mission.  The  visit  was 
the  means  ultimately  of  bringing  Dr.  Burns  to  duplicate  his  life, 
in  the  wonderful  services  rendereil  in  Canada  during  his  last 
twenty-five  years.       Dr.   Burns' visit   in    1844,  was  exceedingly 


cncclTve,   from  tfic  TnowlccTgc  he  liad  of  the  country  through 
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his  A.rr.er  connection  with  the  Glasgow  Colonial   Society       He 

1  •  "i.iii_^   icsfjccts  this  visit  was  an   ovifion        /^ 

I- -turn   .„  ScHland  he  ,Va.s  in  „.,,,    ,,,,„,  r'^j..^^': 

received  a  n,„.i„a,i„„   ,.,  .he   CI,  ",        'ni  ',     '"' '"-' 

.™i...e..-i:^,;tz'-'r';,e:\;:;;"^;r™''" 

(la\-s  were  spent  in  Montrcil      Tl„.  i  •  ,        V-'i'^''*-^-      A  (ew 

'J"->-"to  in     he    r./r    J    7  '"-^^'"'M'hy  a.lds  "wc'  reached 

-n-masi,,c,  .,1.;;::7' '*■'"'- ^'-^  • 

<'r.na.tn..etoth:  :  :\;;:i:;^^^^^^^ 

h<'ll«nv.  and    „s   on    ..      .         "'""'•  ^^^''H    held   th,-  .uvan    in  its 
pit  labours.  -.Stii.lic  commenced  his  pul 

j-n^.^r^Tir;:,;::';"''^ '■'''';■'■'■ "^^''-.^ 

substanlialiy  ,he    .„„'.  „,,■,'        V      '""  '''•"';'   ''-'  '-"k-l.t 
>^  ^  j':'^M".iMie^ -vhiclij^,v^  hiin  su  cu.m,u.mi,it; 
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K1';V.    ROHKKT    HURNS,    D.D.  1/ 

a  position  in  his  old.  His  discourses,  even  those  most  hastily 
prepared,  bore  marks  of  clearness  of  thought,  ccfrrcctness  of 
diction  and  cogency  of  reasoning.  They  were  delivered  with 
earnestness  and  unction.  The  Scottish  "  Lecture  "  retained  its 
own  place.  His  sermons  were  often  in  course.  He  was  faithful 
and  systematic  in  his  visiting.  The  Sabbath  school  was  very 
dear  to  him,  and  to  his  Bible  Class,  he  brought  the  insight  of  his 
matured  experience,  and  the  wealth  of  his  extensive  knowledge. 
Immediately  on  his  arrival  in  Canada,  Dr.  Burns  began  those 
periodical  visits  to  the  churches,  which  formed  such  a  prominent 
feature  of  his  New  World  life.  One  writes  of  him,  "  He  did  for 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  British  Provinces  what  no  other 
n  could  do.  We  owe  much  to  him  under  God.  He  loved 
rs  Church,  he  knew  every  corner  of  the  Church,  and  his  life  was 
ound  up  in  the  success  of  the  cause  of  God  in  the  D^ominion." 
During  a  three  months'  absence  in  the  States  and  Lower 
Provinces  in  1847,  he  was  engaged  all  the  time  in  preaching, 
collecting  money  for  a  College  Library  at  Halifax,  and  visiting 
nearly  all  P'rce  Church  families,  in  both  the  Lower  Provinces. 
The  Knox  Church  building  was  burned  that  year  while  he  was 
in  Halifax.  The  last  sermon  heard  in  the  Church  was  from  his 
soil,  Dr.  Burns,  May  31st,  1S47.  He  returned  with  as  great 
speed  as  engagements  in  lialifax  would  allow,  and  in  six  weeks 
the  foundation  of  tho  present  structure  was  laid.  The  new 
church  was  opened  Sept.  ^rtl,  and  to  the  work  in  hand  he  gave 
himself  ardently,  taking  his  part  in  all  the  public  cjucstions  hav- 
ing an  important  bearing  on  the;  future  of  the  land. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  i<S56,  he  was  appointeii  to  the  Chair  of 
Church  History  and  Apologetics  in  Knox  College,  and  loosed 
hom  the  i'astorate.  To  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in  the  Semi- 
nal)- he  brought  an  enthusiasm  whicii  never  (lagged.  Looking 
out  for  students  gatiiering  books  for  the  Library,  or  curiosities 
lor  the  Museum — innuencing  frieiuls  to  establish  bursaries  or 
siholarships — commending  the  institution  in  every  way  he  could 
to  the  sympathies,  tlie  |)rayers  and  the  liberality  t)f  the  Church. 
The  last  article  he  penned  was  with  reference  to  the  college  antl 
TT^wajT  a  smWTTTl  g  com  CTOUrrcr,  WHTch  was  TToTTCcCT  T5y  Til  a  try ,  tTi  oT 
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North-Wcst.      He  was  al  J  7        f,  ^  ""'"°"='   '"   "'= 

ownWe.sa/.co.e.-?S::;r-T^^^^^^^^^^^  "'^ 

my  mtention  of  a  missionary  tour  to  rl     T  i       '       """"■^  °"' 

-Hi  New  Brunswick.     Inl  h  ™ Iv T'lt      K^'  ""^  '^""'^ 

do  so,  and  eight  Sabbath.,  embra  inT'nine  reek^!"  "f'"'  '° 
to, the  work.     Everv  rolr,„,-,l       ■   ■      "'"'^  "^t^l^N  were  devoted 

less  extent,  a  mt  onC  d  rT'  T'  '''  '"  '•'  ^''"'^  - 
field  is  by  'no  me  •  o'sV  ™  ;",r  "'''"''  '°  "'-™•^-•'-" 
medi.ately  his  own       A    lii  eongregat.on  more  im- 

effort  in  every  wTy  •  and  a     2"^  '■""'''  ''"^''^--''''^  '"  -"« 
^   »vay  ,  fina  an  affectionate  florid  ,i,;n   i  .  . 

by  e.xtra  evangehstic  labours  on  the  part  of   he       a  :!:  :°"""^' 

n  a  cn„,„,en,orative  sermon,  Aug  „nd     sX  n    ,         . 
of  Winnipegj  ,s,,ys  ■     "  |t  wis  h  ■  i  ^         ''  "^'">'^<- ^"'g  (mv 

many  a   Jir.ict  Which  h  s  i''"'""'" '"  '"""''^  t-'"""'''  '" 

others  to  revive  wn     1;      T" ,""  '■''"'"'''""   ''"'"■  -'I  '" 

energy  and  res..,:,.:'; ,;  ^  .r'i '::::  r  •"■^'"■^  ^••^"''"■="•' 

friencfs  „r  I'resb^tcri  ,„    ,.  I  ""  ^■"'"''  '"  '''lly  'l>e 

weak    and    disl'l  ,e     d  ,'"        ""'■'  '"'""  '"^  '""•"'  "-m 

lal."..rer  when  he        ■,,,'" V,'"""^^    "^'^    '•'I"'    I-"'    -eh   a 

' y'''^^^^'''-'.':"\::^:  'z^^^^^    - 

-verities   of  weaihcr,    which    n,..      V-  J  n  ,':';"""   "'" 

ye.irs  won  (I  have  hesitil.,!   ,  '    '^       '"'   "'   '""'I'   Jounger 

'■■■'-"i,  wc  are  sa  c      '  '  ::""T      '"  ""^  '"''  '-'  -'■ 

"■''"-<er..rgood,  wh;;,;?;;:,^:;,':,:,:!''^ '-'---the  w,dc 
u>eL!:,';;rhrM;;itd'ti,h'''''"'^"'^'^'''™'- -^ 
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of  various  kinds  in  different  places.  It  was  ^indeed  a  farewell 
visit,  crowning  an  active  ministerial  service,  without  cessation 
or  interruption  for  nearly  sixty  years.  His  most  wonderful 
powers  of  mind  were  active  and  clear  almost  to  the  last.  One  of 
the  first  students  licensed  by  Dr.  Burns  in  Presbytery,  Rev. 
Robert  Wallace,  of  Toronto,  says  of  him  from  intimate  knowlege, 
after  enumerating  prominent  qualities  of  mind  and  heart. 
"  Another  feature  of  hischaracter  which  should  not  be  forgotten^ 
\\^%\>:\^  fervent prayerfulness.  Here  was  the  secret  of  fits poiver 
as  a  worker  for  Christ." 

At  the  ripe  age  of  eighty  years  and  six  months,  on  the  19th 
of  August,  1869,  Dr.  Burns  passed  from  the  toils  of  earth  to  the 
rest  of  heaven.  A  marble  tablet  in  the  vestibule  of  the  church 
records  the- gratitude  and  respect  of  the  congregation,  which 
first  enjoyed  in  the  maturity  of  his  pains,  his  abounding  labours  ; 
and  a  massive  monument  of  Aberdeen  granite  marks,  in  Toronto 
Necropolis,  the  inn  where  the  pilgrim  sleep.s,  till  the  eternal 
morning  dawns.  The  mottoes  of  the  Burns  and  Bonar  families, 
graven  ill  the  granite,  are  his  appropriate  epitaph  : 

Vkritas    Vincit. 

1)KNI(,)UK    C'(i;i,UM. 
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1*:V.  ALEXANDER  TOl'P,  D.D.n 

'    T^rl^r  '^'f'"''"  ^°PP  '""'  ^'"  '■"  ■«'3'«'  the  beautiful 

'  He  rccctLT        7"r  ^'"■'■'■'■■"'"'  "=^^  Elgin,  in  Scotland. 
He  received  li..,  early  education  at  the  Academy  in  that  town 

wh,ch  he  left  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  having  carried'offin  thedu" 

K  J",  aT         """"""'  "'"■''  P"'  "P  <■-  -"petition.     The 
.      tlg.n  Academy  was  a. local  institution  at  that  time  of  no  small 
.mpo|-tance  m  the  north  of  Scotland,  and  its  fame  was  confide 
ab  y  mcreased  by  the  fact,  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch    and 
half-a.dcv.en  o  his.follow-students,  succeeded  immediately  after 

in    Arts  =,„^  Tu     /       "■     "'^-  'oPP-<-ol>eKiatc  course,  both 
oil  1  Theology,  was  begun  and   completed  ip  King's 

Co  ege,  ,,  that  town,  where  he  was  licensed  to  preachl     8^6    ' 

.heejrlyage  of  twenty-one.     During  his   U   iversity  eouil^ 
heobtamed  one  of  the  highest' scholarships  in  the  gif^  rthc 
.ns^.tutio„,  and  held  it  for  four  years.     1  mm'ediately  afc    be  ' 
heensed,  he  was  app«„ted  assistant  to  the  pastor  „(  the  pari  h 

h  de;"h':f";;"^° '-"; ■^""r""^"' ' '-'"  ™"'^^  ''■'-'"^ ' 

QMiicil      nd  '"   '■-'"   "^'^  ''■•"■'''=  ™^''"'.   the   Town 

Louncl     ,nd    Congregation    |,etitioncd    Government    for    the 

-'-ween  His  :ns.na...a::";;:^.;::;:;;:-^^^ 

w.ththc  I.ecChurch.scceclcr,s.ancl   nearly  all   the  members  of 

"/■>'"rd,    IUs«.rv'»n<l   Apir^'ti        „"'kV«    7    U   "I">","-'"-i''«  -f  .he  chair 

"I  twn  y<-ars,  tlu-  tall  to  I)r   Ton^^^^s     .     '         '      ''  ''V,  '     '^""''  '''"  '"«'•■'■«•«-..>„, 

t''^'""  Annual  Ilex^urts,  .H^  .?n       .!    '        ^  """^  accepted.  
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j  his  congregation,  including  the  Session,  went  with  him  out  of 
the  Establishment.  A  new  church  edifice  and  manse  were  soon 
erected,  and  he  was  thus  prevented  from  experiencing  the  worst 
of  the  troubles,  felt  by  many  of  his  seceding  brethren  who  were 
less  fortunately  circumstanced.  After  the  Disruption  the  work 
of  Dr.  Topp,  not  only  at  home,  but  throughout  the  Presbytery 
and  Synod,  was  necessarily  very  great.  There  was  so  much  to 
do  in  organizing  the  new  and  disendowed  churches,  as  well  as  in 
preaching  the  Gospel  to  congregations  not  yet  supplied  with 
pastors,  and  to  no  man,  in  these  respects,  was  the  Free  Church 
more  indebted  in  those  northern  part^  than  to  Dr.  Topp.  His 
health  indeed  suffered  from  these  labours,  so  that  in  1845,  he 
had  to  withdraw  for  a  season,  and /spend  a  winter  abroad  in 
Italy.  He  remained  nine  years  ai"ter  the  Disruption  in  the 
pastorate  of  the  same  congregation,  which  continued  united,  in 
spite  of  its  silb,  as  long  as  he  was  its  pastor,  but  divided  into 
flourishing  bodies  immediately  after  his  departure,  which  took 
place  in  1852.  In  that  year  he  received  and  accepted  a  call  to 
Free  Roxburgh  Church,  in  Edinburgh,  where  he  remained  for  six 
years.  During  that  time  his  congregation  outgrew  the  edifice 
in  which  it  worshipped,  and  measures  were  about  to  be  taken  to 
erect  a  neW  one,  when  he  decided  on  accepting  a  call  to  Knox 
Church,  Toronto. 

■  Rev.  Mr.  Cowan,  his  successor  at  Elgin,  in  his  memorial 
sermon,  speaks  thus  of  his  work  in  Edinburgh,  and  of  his 
direction  to  his  last  field  of  labour,  and  also  of  his  admirable 
qualifications  for  the  new  post  :  "  I  know,  from  sorric  of  them- 
selves, how  the  members. of  Roxburgh  Church  valued  and  loved 
him,  and  how  the  congregation  increased  and  then  flourished 
under  him.  I  knew  also  of  further  work  he  had  to  do  in" con- 
nection with  the  examination  of  students  in  Divinity  of  that 
day,  and,  as  one  of  those  students,  I  know  in  what  'high  esteem 
and  regard  he  was  held  by  them.  But  He,  who  orders  the  steps 
of  a  good  man,  had  a  large  field  in  view  for  him,  and  in  1858, 
he  saw  it  to  be  his  duty  to  accept  a  twice  offered  call  to  Canada. 
It  has  been  mentioned  to  me  that  wi.shing  to  consult  with 
lus.  brother  as  to  Tife  duty  "ea  that  oeeaskm,  the  two  met  at 
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-surcdly   no '„.•.;:   ■,^  '    ,.    Z^'^Tl^l  '''"■     "  ^^' 
the  Father  of  light,      Ff  D      t  '    *^      """  "'"'=''  f™™ 

,  ';-=w--e.of„ToJn.o"^■J°4^:::7:■•'-  'V.'-. 

i'resbytcrian  Church  needed  to  keep  pace  with  T  "1     "  "^ 

spirit  and   increasing  population   nf  T  advancing 

■    true    IcadershiD     and  ^  ^  '^!'°"   "^  the  country  ;  and   wheft 

Topp  was/t^d'erte  Sce'^rG^    ';"'^'^r"t''"'    ^^• 
nght  place     The  ^ecl  Ld 'b^n  li^;",:,/::;^-?^;  ■->>■■- 
required  to  b«  prepared  and  fitted    and  thT;      I    u        ^^'' 
together,  and  for  this  there  wlTnrZ     r        ^  ''"^  "'='*^ 

and   one  of  the   chief  of  .he       vas  f^  n^'^  T' T  '""'^"^ 
experienced   already   in  churri,   K  ■■■  ^°PP-    *»^ 

sense  and  suavity/fo^tru    "    d  t^^itr  J'""';"'^';^''  ''^ 
gravity  and  modest  dignity   and  wTth  th  r"^   cheerful"  ■ 

heart.  Dr.  Topp  was  a  clT'    f  ^'""^^  "'  ^°'^  '"  his 

at  that  era."  'L  ft  fi^cd  ^  ^  o" ''^"f  ^  ^°^ ''^  "^^''^ 
for  more  than  twenty-one    ears  in  the    l"       Tr"^  P'^'°^'"<' 

'n    US58,   when   '■e  ^ntcX^ "    ^  t^f  1' tb'^r.'^- 
was   about   three    hundred        h    «,„    r,  'ho -Wcm.bersh.p 

-nistry.  and  though   thet  were     e    ^^  r'"'™""    ^"""S   his 
lishing  new  congre4tions    at  th  r    '''*°""'^  '°'  =''ab- 

was  one  of  the  targ^i^td      .     ^.e  't' -^  .t^'""  "^^  ^'"'^^-     ' 
his  ministry    the  Wf>st    FV    u  .  J^ommion.     Durini^ 

Church  (foLX  c  hi  c  St' :  i  Th  ?";r''  ^'^  ^^•^^--^' 

rounded,    and  .L  th^;t;i    :\   ^^^^^^^^^^^^  -- 

•^'n.stry,    and    from    his    wise    counsels  "?    ""''"''  '^''^    • 

C-wth  and  p..peWty,  under  Go^rd.::::^'  ^^'  ^^'^^^^^^"^ 
Although  he  came  to  Toronto  a  stran.^er   Dr  T 

Jo'iff  in  attaining  to  a  hit^h  on.if.V      ■     ''^     '  ^'-  ^  "PP  ^as  not 

election  to  the  Modcratorshin  of  the  r  x        "'"'   ^^^  '^'•^ 

Cana^ia   Presbyterian   Ch  Jii        ^^f  rl^^^^t'^  ^^  ^'^ 

unan.mous  nomination  to  that  office  bv  t'  '".f"'"   "^  "'^ 

of  the  Church.  ^V^^h  the  latter  m        ^  ^'•'^'■'"">>'rcsbyteries 

-ith  the  Presbyte^    h,        ■  ;r"T"'  '"   ''^''  ^^  ^"'-' 
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Churcii    6f  Scotland,    he   was   from   first    to    last    in    thorough 

-  sympathy;  and  to  him  belongs  no   inconsiderable  shaic  ®f  thc^ 

'honour  of  making  the  union  an  accomplished  fact.      Up  was 

appointed  Convener  of  the  Union  Committee  of  his  own  Ohurch. 

•     and  acted  as  secretary  of  the  Joint  Ccytnmittce  representing  the 

various   negotiating  bodies.     The  long  and  arduous  labours  of 

himself  and  his  colleagues  were  at  length  successful,  and  in  1876 

the    well-merited    honour   was    conferred    upon    him    of    being 

^      unanimously  elected  to  fill  the  Moderator's  chair  in  the  General 

Assembly  of  the.  United  Church,  his  only  predecessor  in  that 

..    high    position   being  the   Rev.    Dr.  Cook,    IVincipal   of  Morrin 

College,  'Quebec.     Dr.  Topp  always    took    a   deep    interest 'in 

educational    matters    within    the    Church    of  which   he  was   so 

distinguished  a  member,  and  was"  for  several    years  Chairman 

"      of  the  Board  of  Management  of  Knox  College.     His  degree  of 

A   Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  upon  him  voluntarily  by  the 

.v:;    University  of  Aberdeen,  his  own  a/wa  mater.     Every  reasonable 

'     scheme  1"or  promoting  social  reforms,  or  alleviating  the  miseries 

■g,     ot  the  unfortunate,    always    found,    in     Div   'J'opp,    a    genuiine 

sympathizer,    and    some    of    them     found     in    him    an    active 

promoter.     The  estimate  of  the  affection  and  admiration,  which 

bound  the  hearts  of  his  people  to  this  most  accomplished  and 

worthy    minister,    cannot    be    better, shown     than     by    simply 

grouping  the  many  testimonials  to  his  worth  and  his  work,  by 

those  who  knew  him  best. 

Though  he  had  suffered  much  for  a  )car  or  two  from  heart 
,  disease,  his  death  was  at  last  sudden  and  unexpected.  He  was 
engaged  in  visiting  a  sick  parishioner,  and  feeling  a  faintness, 
asked  for  permission  to  recline  for  a  little  while  on  the  sofa.  He 
appeared  to  be  sinking  rapidly,  and  before  the  physicians  who 
had'  been  summoned  arrived,  and  before  the  return  of  Mrs. 
Topp,  who  had  gone  for  some  medicine  for  him,  he  expired 
without  a  struggle. 

During  the   preceding  summer  Dr.  Topp   visited  Scotland, 

;v       and  though  forbidden  to  preach  by  his  mctlical  adviser  there  he 

was  induced  to  officiate  once  for  his' old  congregation  at  Elgin. 

7"       "  Tfi^  OcCd.sTon  was  excTling  and  the  audience' very  large,  and 
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the  conscquccc  was  an   a-^.n-avation  of  his  disorder      On  h" 
■cturn   to    loronto.hc  tendered  liis  resi-^nation   of  h  '  ' 

cluir-c.  but  it  had  not  been  accented  IT  II     [        P'"'^^''^^' 
'-    sudden   and   lamented-  cS  lso^^\^l^^:f  :.'^" 
-    connection   between  him   -inH   ^hr.   a     ,  J^ng^-standiti^r 

cstccn,    with     which    ho     wa      iLll  T""    ,:"''"'''=^-'''^ 
"  This  Cojincil  desire,  to  reco  d  73  ^       "°"    ""^™-^- 

'iclth    of   the    Kev.    Alex!  d       ToptVD'^k'' 'f  ^'"''*" 
a  quarter  ofa  ccnturv  h<,«  h„„  *^^'  '  "*°   f°''    "^'ly 

.the  .eadin,  cler;':^':^  tV^reTSchr"h  n""=  "^ 
who  durins  ail  that  tim?  l,,.  k    '^^''Oytcrian  Church  ,n  Toronto, 

ins  and  prLot    g  the  b^,  evotnT.  "Tl  '"'  ^""'=''  '"  ^»-'-  ' 

expression  of  their  sinbre  svmnath,,  ,     .         ""f'-^''  ^^mily  an 

'  The   following    record    froT    h^         '"'""'  ^""""l^""" 

Court, and  the  Session  of  Kn       r     """"'"  °^  ""=   beacon's 

ic'oa  of  the  Rreat  irav:  J  t  :ust:;:';7r°H'  ^""  ^'^"^  -™ 

charge  and  of  the  hold  he  had  uTrfret  h'^a^  ''"""  "'  ''' 

of  *;:  rh  -cf ::r',;:i':«;i7f  °/ ,"  ■■^"°^-^  ^™-  "^^  "--ate 

Alexander  Topp  D  D  The  ,  •"""""'  ^''"'"'"-  '^e  Rev. 
and  thrilled  th^'entiVe  cj  ""''"Z""''  °^  ""=  '=^«"  ■■''=""«i 
and  adherent  of  h  orT""'''  '  '''"'"''  '^^  "^■"''ers 
particularly  reminds  s  vTth  T'"'""""  ^  ""''  "^''^  "-"■"« 
who  so  Jisel,  and  cou,W,.t  ^aTZt-^;'  TT'  "'  '"'" 
■ncumben.  duties  of  the  chair.     May  we  .      rl  ,  "'''''   "^* 

act,  as  if  under  his  happy  inspiration  "  "''  '"   ""'"''  ^"'' 

Though    unl<nown    to    tho    o-r^of         •     • 
Ration,  it  was  early  i„  the     ear^at     T/a-  T  ""^  r"^'^^- 
t"at    at    least    temporary    cisation     Zt'^Jj^  'T''"^ 
'Operative,  and  it  was  thought  that  a  re  usit  t    7       '""       '"''^ 
m.Bht    prove    beneficial.     The      on.  I ,  '  ""'"'^  '^""' 

information  from  time  to  t  me  of  ou      f  ""■   "^"'^    ^°"«'" 
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deteriorated  condition  of  health  w^s  painfully  visible  to  the 
most  casual  observer,  and  Ur.  Topp  himself  became  so  impressed 
with  the  conviction  that  his  active  pastqrate'  in  Knox  Church  ' 
must  terrninate,  that  the  resignation  of  his  charge  was  speedily 
laid ,  on  the  table  of  the  Presbytery.  It  cannot  'fail  to  be 
regarded,  under  the  circumstances,  as  a  matter  of  sincere  con- 
gratulation that  the  Presbytery  had  not  accepted  the  resignation^ 
for  it  affords  the  congregation  the  melancholy  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  our  departed.  Pastor  -  died  "in  harnes.s."  The., 
.  Master  cam,e  and  called  him  suddenly  from  his  work  to  his 
reward.  It  was  an  Enoch-like  translation  ;  "  and  he  was  not, 
for  God  took  him." 

The  evening  of  Monday,  the  6th  October,  1879,  on  which 
our  beloved  Pastor  so  peacefully  entered  into  his  rest,  was  that 
on  which  the  usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  Deacons'  Court  was 
held.  The  Court  on  being  constituted,  and  informed  by  the 
chairman  of  the,  melancholy  occurrence,  at  once  postponed 
the  consideration  of  ,  business,  and  adopted  the  following 
minute  : — 

"  That  this  Court,  whilst  huiirtrly  and  submissively  acknow- 
letlging  the  supreme  hand  of  Almighty  God,  in  the  sudden 
removal  by  death,  of  thcRev.  Alexander  Topp,  D.D.,  the  Pastor 
of  Knox  Church,  and  the  Moderator  of  this  Court,  takes  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  placing  on  record  its  deep  sense  of  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  Court,  its  sincere  appreciation  of  the  high 
Christian  character,  personal  services,  sagacious  counsels,  urbane  v 
and  dignified  demeanour,  uniform  courtesy,  and  untiring 
devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  this  Court,  manifested  by  him 
as  its  Moderator,  from  its  inception  under  his  auspices,  down  to 
the  close  of  his  life  ;  and  its  confident  belief,  that  throughout  the 
existence  of  this  Court,  the  name  and  services  of  Dr.  Topp  will 
ever  be  held  in  honoured  reverential  remembrance,  and  in  its 
deliberations  the  recollection  of  his  influence  will  be  so  enduring, 
that  "  he  being  dead  yet  speaketh."  ,  .     '' 

"  The  Court  also  desires  to  record  its  heartfelt  sympathy  with 
the  bereaved  widow  and  family,  whose  loss  is  indeed  unspeakably 
greatrami\viea4tf  prayerfully  commend  them  to  the  unfailtng^  io^e 
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and    consolation  of  the  Divine  ('omforter,   and  to  the  blessed 
thought,  amidst  the  bitterness  of  their  grief,  that  their  mourned 
one.has  entered  upon  his  unending  rest,  and  his  reward  unspeak- 
able and  full  of  glory." 
-    The  Session  also  adopted  the  following  minute  :— 
^  "  That  the  Rev.  Alexander  Topp,  D.D,,  our  beloved   Pastor, 
liaving  been  suddenly  called  away  from  his  earthly  duties  since 
•the  last  meeting  of  the  Session,  the  Court  takes  this,  the  first 
opportunity  afiforded  them,  of  placing  on  record  the  following 
minute  in  reference  thereto  :— 

For  over  twenty-one  years  it  has  been  the  privilege  of  some 
of  the  members  of  Session,  to  have  been  intimately  associated 
with  Dr.  Topp  in  the  spiritual  oversight  of  this  (^Migrcgation, 
and, -whether  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  every  member  of  the 
Court  has  to  bear  willing  testimon)-  to  the  cordial  and  affection- 
ate relations  that  have  ever  existed  between  the  members  of  the 
Session  and  their  beloved  i»ast().-,  and  it  is  with  profound  regret 
that  they  mourn  his  sudden  removal.  > 

His  earnest  piety,  his  well  niatu.ed  judgment,  combined 
with  his  rare  administrative  talents,  enabled  him  at  all   times  so 

to  direct  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  as  to  render  them  satis- 
factory to  all. 

His  kind  and  sympathizing  manner  with  those  in  distress 
his  constant  attention  to  every  call  made  upon  his  time  his 
unvarying  devotion,,  beyond  his  strength,  to  the  interests  of  his 
Congregation,  endc^u-ed  him  to  all,  and  his  memory  will  Ion- 
remain  green  in  man>-  a  heart.  "" 

The  Session  further  desire  to  offer  their  warmest  sympathy 
to  Mrs.  lopp  and  family  in  their  sad  bereavement,  trusting  that 
the  P.verlastmg  Arms  may  l,e  around  and  about  them  to  c.'.mfort 
and  sustain  in  their  present  trial." 

The  funeral  ob.secjuies  were  atten<led  by  a  large  conrourse  of 
citizens  and  friemis  y,  the  Church  where  his  ministrv  ended  and 
were  conducted  by  Rev.  I^rof.  McLaren,  (,f  Knox  Colk-c  'rhe 
remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  Mt.  Plrasant  Cemetery  Rev  I)r 
Reid  officiating  at  the  grave.  Hy  appointment  of  Toronto 
I'.«bylcry.5crman.s  were  prcacTiecTtKe    Sabbath  Tallowing  in 
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Knox  Church,  commemorative  of  the  life  and  work  of  the  late 
Pastcjr.  Rev.  Dr.  Reid,  his  life-long  intimate  friend,  led  the 
morning  service,  taking  his  discourse  from  Zeph.  iii.  17  :  "  The 
Lord  thy  God  in  the  midst  of  thee  is  mighty  :  He  will  save.  He 
will  rejoice  over  thee  with  joy  ;  He  will  rest  in  His  love.  He  will 
joy  over  thee  with  singing."  No  one  could  more  faithfully  or 
tenderly  speak  .  of  Dr.  Topp  at  such  an  hour,  than  one  who 
could  go  back  over  a  journey  of  half  a  cetitury,  in  which  with 
ever  increasing  and  mutual  affection  they  had  walked  together. 

In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  an  appropriate  and"  impres- 
sive discourse  was  given  by  Rev.  Frof  Gregg,  D.D.,  of  Knox 
College.  From  long  and  intimate  acquaintance,  first  as  Pastor 
of  Cooke's  Church,  and  then  in  the  Theological  Hall,  he  was 
able  to  sketch  the  noble  (jualitics  and  gifts  of  his  departed 
friend,  so  as  sensibly  to  reveal  not  only  the  great  loss  sustained 
by  the  bereaved  congregation,  but  also  to  illustrate  and  magnify 
the  grace  of  God  to  him,  and  to  them,  in  having  had  such  a 
lengthy,  united  and  prosperous  connection  in  the  Church  on 
earth.  His  text  was  Rev.  i.  17,  iS  :  "  And  when  I  saw  Him,  I 
fell  at  His  feet  as  dead.  And  He  laid  His  right  hand  upon  me, 
.saying  unto  mc,  l''car  not  ;  I  am  the  first  and  the  last.  1  am 
He  that  livcth,  and  was  dead  ;  and,  behold,  I  am  alive  for  ever- 
more. Amen  ;  and  have  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death."  After 
suitable  opening,  in  which  the  presence  of  the  ever-living  and 
ever-present  Head  and  Prince  of  the  Church  was  exalted,  the 
preacher  in  a  few  sentences  subjoirtetl  referred  to  the  character 
and  eminence  of  Dr.  Topp  in  the  varied  relations  he  had  held, 
aiuj;  also  to  the  efforts  of  his  first  charge  to  recall  him  to  the 
scene  of  his  early  labours. 

"  \'our  pastor,  whose  sucUlen  removal  we  this  da\-  ileplore, 
was  indeed  a  standard-bearer,  a  prince,  anil  a  great  man  in 
Israel.  His  natural  gifts  and  enilowments,  his  vigorous  intellect, 
his  sound  judgment,  his  thorough  conscientiousness,  his  resolute 
will,  his  commanding  presence  and  noble  bearing,  marked  him 
as  a  ruler  among  men,  while  his  kindly  disposition  and  genial 

nature^  enthroned  him  in  the  hcartj^  of  all  wh()  knew  him^ Hy 

close   and  diligent  stud-y  in   early  years,  his  natural   gifts  w(  re 
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successfully  cultivated,  so' that  in  school  and  college  he  occupied 
a  distinguished  place  ;  and  the  habits  of  patient  and  accurate 
study,  he  acquired  in  youth,  were  retained  by  him  to  the  very 
last.  By  the  grace  of  God,  he  was  led  to  consecrate  all  his  gifts 
to  the  work  of  the  ininistry  of  the  Gospel,  in  which  he  was 
a-bundantly  honoured,  as  he  was  eminently  faithful.  Not  a  few 
of  those  who  attended  his  ministry  in  Scotland — in  Pllgin  atid 
in  Edinburgh — are  scattered  over  different  parts  oL  this  Doin- 
inion,  and  again  and  again  have  I  heard  testimony  borne  by 
them  to  the  ability,  earnestness,  and  success  with  which  he 
laboured  in  his  native  land.  It  was,  indeed,  touching  to  mark 
the  affectionate  maner  in  which  his  memory  was  cherished  by 
those  whom  he  had  instructed  and  tended,  in  the  earlier  years 
of  his  Vninister.  I'Vom  the  manner  in  which  lie  was  spoken  of, 
I  can  well  understand  the  earnestness  with  which  his  congre- 
gation in  Elgin  sought  to  recall  him  as  their  pastor  from 
Edinburgh  and  Toronto,  and  1  can  well  ijnagine  the  profound 
interest  with  which  the  last  serm(M>s  he  ever  preached  were 
listened  to  by  the  crowds,  who  flocked  to  hear  him  in  the  town 
in  which  the  first  years  of  his  mim'stry  were  spent,  and  with 
what  profound  sorrow  they  will  hear  the  tidings  from  this  far 
distant  land,  of  his  ^udden  removal  by  death." 

The  following  expressive  testimonies  from  the  I'resbytcr)'  of 
Toronto,  from  the  Session  of  l-'ree  Elgin  ("lunch,  and  from  I'Vee 
Roxburgh  ("hurch,  luiniburgb,  will  in  this  connection  shew  the 
commantling  innueiue,  ami  abiding  results  of  Dr.  Topp's  life 
work. 

"  The  Presbytery  would  record  its  deep  sense  of  the  loss 
sustained  by  it  and  by  the  whole  Church  in  the  removal  by 
death  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  T()|)|).  Earl\' ordained  to  the  nnnistr),  he 
laboured  in  liis  native  land  first  in  I'dgin,  then  in  I'.dinburgh  - 
with  great  acceptance  and  with  increasing  usefulness  for  twent)- 
years.  Since'the  >ear  1858,  as  minister  of  Knox  Church  in  this 
rit)-,  he  has  exercised  his  office  with  a  devotedness,  pruil€tlce 
and  success  rarely  eipialled,  s(>euriiig  for  himself  the  veneration, 
and  the  warm  and  confiding  affection  of  his  large  congregation. 
/Vs  a  meinT)er( )nTii s  "Presby t erv  Fc  i^  greatTy  T>eT7) ved  for  h \s~ 
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unfailinf^  kindness  and  courtesy,  while  his  excellent  knowledge 
of  Church  business  and  zealous  discharge  of  all  duties  laid  upon 
him,  his  wisdo^  in  counsel,  his  unflinching  conscientiousness, 
as  well  as  the  admirable  union  of  dignity  and  gentleness  in  his 
character,  made  him  to  be  revered  and  greatly  confided  in  by  all 
his  brethren.  But  the  services  of  Dr.  Topp  were  of  the  highest 
value  to  the  whole  Church,  and  no  member  of  its  successive 
General  Assemblies  was  more  entirely  the  object  of  esteem, 
confidence  and  affection.  While  his  name  is  honourably  con- 
nected with  nearly  every  rmportant  movement  in  every  depart- 
ment of  her  work  since  he  came  to  this  land,  it  will  be  especially 
remembered  on  account  of  his  great  services  in  the  cause  of 
union  in  1861  and  1H75.  Dr.  Topp  was  warmly  interested  in 
the  cause  of  the()logical  education,  and  to  Knox  College 
especially  he  rentlered  on  several  occasions  important  and 
valuable  services." 

The    minute  of  Session    of    l'"ree    Klgin    Church   shows  the 
strength  of  early  ties,  and  the  power  of  his  first  ministry. 
MINUTE    OK    SE.SSION    OE    I'RIIE    1;E(;IN    CIIUKCII." 
^Thc  Kirk  Session  having  heard,  vv'^ith  very  deep  sorrow,  of 
the    sudden    and    unexpected    death    of    the     kev.    Alexander 
Topp,  D.D. ,  of  Toronto,  unanimous])-  agree  to  place  on   record 
an  expression  of  their  profound   sorrow  as   well   as  that  'of  the 
whole  congregation   whicii   they   represent,    at    the    melancholy 
titlings  of  his  tlecease.      They  feel  they  may  be  well    indulged  in 
their  regrets  and  sorrow,  for,  next   to  his  own  congregation,  they 
beheve  they  are  entitled   to   lake  their  i)lace  in   tlie  long  line  of 
mourners  who  bewail   a   |)rince  and   great   man  fallen   in    lsrael.% 
The  tie  that   bound   iiim   and   them  together  was  a  strong  one. 
I'"rw  iniin'sters  have  occupicHi  a  warmer  or  more  loving   place  in 
the  hearts  of  their  people,      lie  Ijelonged  to  us  and  we  to  him  - 
both   delighting  in   the  relationshij)    which   mutually    subsisted. 
It  was  in  this  town  he  commenced  his  greatly  honoured  ministry, 
and   in   tiie   ins'sterious  providence  of  Cod   it   was    in    the   l*"rce 
High   Church   lie   i)rearhe(l   his   last    sermon.      Ilis    memory  will 
long   be   cherished    by    ns,    as  well   as  in   many   a  household  in 
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Scriptures,  strong  in  prayer,  taught  of  the  Spirit,  in  labour 
abounding,  ever  aiming  at  permanent  usefulness,  at  all  times 
imitating  the  Master's  example.  His  services  to  the  Church 
throughout  these  northern  counties  generally,  in  Disruption 
times,  are  well  known  and  appreciated,  and  it  is  gratifying  to 
think  that  to  the  end  of  his  life  he  was  honoured  to  be  a  stan- 
dard-bearer among  our  Presbyterian  Churches. 

"  The  Kirk  Session,  therefore,  every  member  of  it,  as  well  as 
the  whole  congregation,  deeply  sympathize  with  his  bereaved 
congregation,  and  afflicted  family,  in  the  calamity,  which  has 
overtaken  them.  Their  prayer  is  for  the  one,  that  the  Lord 
Him.self,  in  His  own  good  time  and  way,  may  supply  their 
great  need,  and  for  the  others,  that  He  may  be  a  Father  to  the 
fathcrles.s,  and  a  husband  to  the  widow  ;  as  one  whom  his 
moTiher  comforteth  so  may  the  Lord  comfort  them." 
^  The  following  is  from  minute  of  Session  of  Free  Church 
Roxburgh  Church,  Edinburgh  : 
i        ■''  "The  Session,  having  heard  of  the  decease  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 

Topp,  of  Toronto,  agree  to  put  on  record  the  expression  of  their 
sincere  .sorK)w,  •  and  of  their  sympatl>y  with  the  widow  and 
daughters  of  Dr.  Topp.  They  record  this  grateful  remembrance 
of  the  faithful  and  devoted  labours  of  Dr.  Topp,  while  he  was 
mini.ster^  of  Roxburgh  congregation  ;  ho  was  greatly  beloved 
and  highly  esteemed  ;  his  character  and  his  ministrations  .served 
greatly  if)  conunend  the  (iospel." 

Testimonials  to  the  value  of  his  services  in  Council,  in  active 
administration  of  affairs,  and  in  earnest  sym|)athy  with  tlie 
suffering  anil  [)0()r,  were  given  by  the  Hoard  the  of  house.of 
Industry  of  Toronto,  jyid  l)y  the  Directors  of  Toronto  Home 
for  Incurables.  lo  the  organizatioti  antl  care  of  this  last  Public 
Menefaction  he  gave  great  thought,  and  was  instrumental  in 
laying  the  foundation  of  the  present  Home,  which  to-day,  in  its 
provisions  for  the  most  unfortunate  class  of  sufferers,  exceeds 
the  hopeful  anticipation  expressed  in  his  address  on  that 
occasion.  The  loss  felt  by  tho.se  connected  with  Dr.  Topp  in 
the  Hoard  of  Management,  is  fitly  recorded   in  the  resolution 
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"  Thart  the  Board  desires  to  express  its  deep  sense  of  the 
serious  loss  which  it  has  sustained  in  the  recent  death  of  the 
Rev.  Alexander  Topp,  D.D.,  whom  it  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  remove  from  the  .scene  of  his  earthly  labours. 

"  They  cannot  but  fccall  the  fact  that  it  was  owing  to  a  great' 
extent  to  his  exertions  that  the  Toronto  Home  for  Incurables 
was  founded.  And  during  the  whole  period  of  its  operation,  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Manage- 
ment, he  manifested  such  zeal  in  its  interests,  that  much  of  the 
success  which  has  beeii  vouchsafed  the  institution  may,  humanly 
speaking,,  be  attributed  to  him.  The  members  of  the  Board 
desire  at  the  same  time  to  tender  to  the  bereaved  family  of  Dr. 
Topp  an  expression  of  their  respectful  sympathy,  and  pray  that 
in  this  the  hour  of -their  affliction,  th(jy  may  be  abundantly 
comforted  with  the  blcs.sed  hope  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ." 

A  beautiful  monument,  erected  over  his  grave  by  the  ladies 
of  the  congregation,  marks  the  resting  place  of  Dr.  Topp  in 
•  Mount  Pleasant  Cemetery.  A  marble  tablet  in  the  vestibule  of 
the  Church,  placed  by  the  Trustees  of  the  congregation,  suitably 
commemorates  his  virtues,  and  attests  the  loving  remembrance 
in  which  he  is  held  by  the  people  of  his. charge. 


CON^^ECTING  LINKS*       .  ' 

A  FT5:R   the    union    between   "the    Presbyterian    Church    of 
^     York,"  and  those  Presbyterians  who  had  resolved  to  dis- 
solve their  connection  with    "  The  Established 'Church  of  Scot- 
land," and  before  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Burns,  who  had  accepted  the 
call  of  the  new  congregation,  called,"  Knox  Church."  the  R^v 
Andrew  Kfng  of  Glasgow,  N.  B.  (afterwards  Professor  of  Divinity  ' 
at  Halifax),  was  appointed  by  Presbytery  ad  interim  Pastor  from 
Jan.  to  March;   1846.     Dr.  King  dispensed  the  first  communion 
and    thus  organized   the  new  and  united    congregation.      Rev' 
Henry  Esson  was  interim  Moderator  of  Session  from   March  to 
May,  1845.  ^  ■ 

•  On-the  retirement  of  Dr.  Burns  from  ihe  pastorate,  ,n  June, 
1816,  after  a  fruitful  ministry  of  twelve  years,  two  calls  were 
moderated  in  during  that  year.  One  to  Rev  Mr.  I^-aser  of 
Greenock,  and  the  second  to  Rev.  J.  D.  Paxton  'of  J^:ast 
Campbel  Street  Church,  Gla.sgow.  Both  miniMers  were  led  to 
decline  the  call,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  vacancv.  Dr 
Burns  and  others  kindly  supplied  the  pulpit 

On  account  ol  the  heavy  ancl-onerous  labors  of  the  charge 
from  the  increase  of  the  congregatiou,  in  the  year  ,.S6S.Re; 
^V,  ham  Burns  at  present  General  Agent  of  K„ox  (  ollege  a,.d 
of  the  scheme  for  support  of  Aged  and  infuMn  Mini.sters)  was 
secured  as  an  assistant  to  tlu.  pastor.  li,s  service,  were  hi-^hly 
ai)i)reciatod  hy  the  congregation.  .  ""    ^ 

In    the    year    ,««;,    Re.,.   Mr.   VViLson    (now^nissionary    at 
Neemuch    hulia),  was   callecf   to   l^-lp.  Dr.Topp   the    first   I  ne 
months  of  the  y^ar  and   the   Unv    M.-   mm-  .\"\ '"^st  mice 

part  of  the  .same  ye.;.  "  ^''"'"^--'-'"^^  the  la.st 

A  special   meeting  <,f  the  '  congregation  was   held    Nov.  sth 
.877   to  con.sider  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed   to  sec  ue" 

ni^^DD  ^^n^^^ 

I"U.s.  Ul).,  of  Brooklyn,  .N.V.    The  call  was  nuule  unanimously 

*l-rom  Aniuigj^Reports^  iHh^ 
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and  prosecuted  before  the  Presbytery  of  Toronto.  Being  cordially 
sustained,  a  deputation  from  Knox  Church  waited  oii  Dr.  Inglis, 
and  presented  the  call  to  him..  Although  seriously  ill  -at  the 
time,  he  took  it  into  consideration  with  every  prospect  of 
acceptance.  Soon  after,  however,  he  was  called  away  from  his 
ea'rthly  labors  to  his' heavenly  rest.  His  death  was  deeply 
lamented  by  the  congregation  to  which  he  ministered,  and  by 
the  members  of  this  church. 

.  In  the  year  1 878,  Dec.  4th,  the  colleague  committee,  appointed 
the  previous  May  27th,  made  a  report  in  favor  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Millingcn,  as  colleague  to  the  pastor.  The  report  was  approved, 
and  the  preliminary  steps  taken  for  having  a  call  sustained.  . 
The  matter,  however,  owing  to  various  circumstances  was  not 
pressed,  arid  no  further  action  was  taken  before  the  Presbytery- 
In  April,  1879,  Mr.  John  Ross,  B.A.,  a  graduate  of  Kno.^ 
College  (and  now  settled  over  Melville  Church,  Ikussels),  was 
secured  to  assist  Dr.  Topp,  and  ministered  ta  the  congregation 
with  much  acceptance  during  the  summer  and  part  .of  the 
autumn.  Upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Topp,  the  Presbytery  appointed 
Rev  Dr.  Reid,  interim  Moderator  of  Session.  A  committee  of 
supply  was  chosen  b)-  the  congregation,  and  an  op|)ortunity 
afforded  of  ha\-ing  \arious  clcrgN'men  for  several  months.  At  a 
meeting  held  Jan.  28th,  1880,  it  was  resohcd  to  call  a  minister, 
and  the  session  was  asketl  to  moderate  in  a  call  as  soon  as 
possible. 

At  a  congregational  meeting,  I-'ebruary  iith,  the  call  was 
duly  read  bj'  Rev.  Dr.  Read,  and  on  motion  it  was  resolved 
that  the  blank  in  the  call  he  filled  with  the  name  of  the  Rev. 
Henr\'  M.  Parsons,  past(U-  of  l,afa\ette  street  (Pres.)~l^urch. 
Buffalo,  N.  y.  >A  c6iiimittee  was  chosen  to  prosecute  the  call 
before  Presb)ter)-.  The  call  was  sustained,  presentetl  to  Mr. 
Parsons  and  accepted.  I  Ic  was  inducteii  .to  the  office  ol'  pastor, 
.April  15th,  1880. 

The  history  of  this  congrtjgatix)!!  a.s  connected  with  its  leaders, 
would  be  iiu-oinpjcte  without  brief  mentit)n  t)f  some  names  who 
ha\c  filled  the  office  of  IClder,  and  aided  largely,  in  the  success 
of  the  church,  b)'  then  wisdom  and  ficTeTity.    Rev.  James  TTarrls,  ^ 
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the   first  Presbyterian    Minister   in   Toronto,  was  3  ruling  elder 
for  fourteen  years,  from  1857  till  his  death  in  1873. 

Rev.  William  Reid,  D.D.,  in  addition  to  his  services" as 
interim  Moderator,  during  brief  periods  of  Dr.  Topp's  absence 
from  the  city,  and  for  a  period  after  his  death,  was  also  a 
member  of  Ses^sion,  and  clerk  of  the  court  from  1859  to  1867, 
when  he  resigned,  to  connect  with  the  congregation  in  Charles  ■ 
street,  now  Westminster  Church,  where  for  many  years,  in 
addition  to  his  responsible  cares  in  the  church  at  large,  he  has 
been  senior  elder  in  the  session  of  that  congregation. 

But  the  name  having  longest  record,  and   from  among  the 
congregation    ^\%rthy  of  highest  remembrance,    is  of  one    who 
served  in  this  church  as  a  ruling  elder,  for  nearly  a-generation, 
^„  ind  whose  influence  was  widely  felt  for  good  in  the  Presbyterian 

Church  in  Canada.  The  Hon.  John  McMurrich,  the  senior 
elder  in  the  congregation  was  called  away  to  his  rest  on  the 
13th,  of  February,  1883, 

The  congregation  concurred  in  the  following  resolution  at 
their  Annual  Meeting,  held  on  30th,  January,  1884,  and  adopted 
It  as  the  expression  of  their  feelings,  being  the  resolution  passed 
by  the  Session  a  short  time  after  his  •decease,  at  a  special 
meeting  of  that  Court  : 

"  Wz'^-That  the  Session  take  the  earliest  opportunity/ 
of  recordnig*the.r  deep  sense  of  the  ^^rcat  loss  this  con.rregation 
the  church  at  large,  the  whole  communit)-.  and  espcaally  the' 
bereaved  widow  and  family,  have  sustained  by  his  removal 
rhey  vvould  also  record  their  expression  of  the  high  esteem  in" 
which  he  was  held  by  this  court,  for  his  unswerving  fidelity  to 
truth  and  righteousness,  his  faithful  and  unwearied  services  in 
the  Masters  cause,  and  for  the  deep  unfaihng  interest'  he 
manifested  in  everything  pertaimng  to  Kno.x  Church,  during  the 
long  period  of  more  than  thirty  years.  ^ 

"  As  a  ruling  elder  he  has  rendered  valuable  services  bN-  wise 
counsels,  by  earnest  persevering  prayer,  and  hy  abundant  labors 
to  the  congregation,  to  its  ministers,  and  to  the  whole  church."    - 

A  tablet  of  marble  to  his  memory,  in  the  vestibule  of  the 
Church,  testifies  to  the  high-  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  b\- 
Knox  congregation. 
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SERMON,*  AND  REVIEW  OF  TEN  YEARS,_ 

For  the  grace  of  (lod  that  bringeth  salvation  hath  appeared  to  all  men, 
teaching  us  that  denying  ungodliness  and  worldly  lusts,  we  should  live  soberly 
righteously,  and  godly,  in  this  present  world  ;  looking  for  that  blessed  hope' 
and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  ;  who 
gave  himself  for  us,  tnat  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto 
himself  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works.  These  things  speak.jand  exhort 
and  rebuke  with  all  authority      Let  no  man  despise  thee.     Titus,  ii.)  11-15. 

T^HE  things  peculiar  to  the  (Gospel  ministry  are  here  specified.    They 
arc  vitally  connected  with  the  promises  of  Cod  to  Hfs  people. 
In  reviewing  the  work  of  this  Church  for  ten  years,  I  desire  to  illustrate 
by  facts,  the  power' of  these  Divine  truths  briefly  recited  in  the  text. 

1.  The  grace  of  God  bringing  salvation  to  all  men  has  been  mani- 
fested." 

2.  The  Gospel  teaches  ^^at  this  grace  incarnate  is  self-denial,  sac- 
rifice and  holy  living,  in  the  believer. 

;,.  The  peculiar  hope  ohtie  Gospel  to  each  believer  is,  the  ^'  appear- 
ing of  the  Great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jesus  "  in  glory. 

4.  Che  object  of  his  first Th|)pearing  as  a  sin  offering  was  to  redeem 
from  iiii,  and  purify  to  Himself,  a  peculiar  people.        | 

5.  The  main  character  of  this  people,  so  redeemed  and  so  purified, 
is  zeal  in  good  works. 

Hjk  has  been  the  aim  of  my  ministry  among  you  to  "speak  these 
thr^,"  to  admonish  those  who,  reject  thenv.and  to  "Whort"  you  all 
to  accept  and  practice  these  doctrines. 

(^'he  ground  on  which  we  stand  has  been  consecrated  to  the  service 
and  worshij)  of  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch  for  70  years.  Upon  this  site 
(a  gift  to  the  ^-ongregation  from  Jes.se  Ketchum,  of  honoured  memory) 
a  brick  building  was  erected  as  an  house  of  worship,  for  the  "  Presby- 
terian Church  of  York,"  U.  C,  in  the  year  1821.  The  Rev.  James 
Harris,  of  Belfast,  Irelandivas  inducted  to  the  pastoral  office  here  in 
1823,  and  was  the  first  sejtled  Presbyterian  minister  in  this  town.  He 
fulfilled  (lie  office  faithfully  the  following  20  years.  In  1844  a  union 
was  consummated  between  this  first  Church  and  the  members  of, the  . 
I'Vee  Church  of  Scotland,  then  separating  froki  the  established  Church. 

'I'rgachedffl  KnoxGlmr^A^.  Sabbath  moraifis.  April  aotb,  fSoe,  mt  \\m  occasion 
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And  tlic  present  organization,  called  Knox  Church,  u-as  formed     A  call 
was  extended  to  Rev.  Dr.  Burns,  of  Paisley,  Scotland,  and  he  accepting 
was  inducted  in  ,845.     With  great  diligence  and  power  he  fulfilled  the 
pastorate   till    1856.     His    ministry   was   greatly    blessed    and    highly    " 
honoured,    not   only  in   this  congregation,  but  throughout  the  whole 
Province.     He  was  a  missionary  in  the  highest  sense   of  the  term    and 
was  instrumental  in  founding  many  churches  in  our  Presbyterian  body 
now  flourishing  and  active  in  all  good  works:     Rev.  Alexander  Topp 
of  Edinburgh,    was    unanimously    called,    and    haying  accepted     was 
inducted  to  the  pastoral  office  in  1858.     Dr.  Topp's  ministry  was  most 
fa.thfu    and  effective  in  many  ways.     His    thorough  maintainance  of 
evangelical  truth  in  the  pulpit  and  in  th^  Church  Courts,  not  only  gave    ' 
knox  congregation  an  honoured  pla^e  among  the  churches,  but  also 
exerted  a  wide  influence  in  effecting  a  union  of  the  three  branches  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  one  organization  known  as  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in-  Canada. 

As  a  Pastor,  in  sympathy,  counsel,  and  tender  intereg,  he  grentlv 
excelled,  and  his  influence  is  still  felt  with  deep  inM)r.s.Mon  on  many  10 
whom  he  ministered  in  holy  things,  in  the  important  charges  he  filled 
in  Scotland,  as  well  as  in  this  congregation. 

^      It  will  be  seen  that  the  principles  of  the  text  have  had  practical 
application  in  this  congregation  from  the  beginnnig 

Sabbath,  and  the  following  month  was/invited  to  the  Pastorate  of  this 
congregation,  and,  accepting  the  call,  (vas  duly  inducted  to  this  office   " 
April  r5th,  1880.  y^  « 

I  count  it  a  great  favour  to  follow  such  able  teachers  who  hav'e  laid 
the  foundations,  and  built  up  the  superstructure  of  this  Church 

Believing  most  heartily  the  truths  of  the  text,  and   welcomed  niost 
warmly  by  those  who  sought  my  services,   I  commenced  my  minisfry  - 
with  great  joy,  and  can  truly  say,  that  no  part  of  my  ministerial  service 
now   covering  thirty-six   years,   has    been    attended  with    so  much    of  " 
personal  delight,  and  manifest  acceptance  of  the  Lord,  as  the  ten  vear's*    ''^ 
c:ommemorated  to-day.     It  is  fitting,    therefore,  simply  to  review  the '' 
w.rk,  ^and   trace    a    few    reflections,    for    future   encouragement    and 

I.  The    Life   of  this   Church   has  always  been    centred  ,n  Christ      " 
.Sovereign  grace  through  Him,  the  Life  and  the  Light  of  the  world,  has 
always  been  exalted.     And  this  Life  has   been   sought  through  Hi 
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Word.  The  open  Bible,  in  the  Church,  as  well  as  in  the  home  and  in 
private,  has  largely  shaped  the  attention  and  the' thoughts  of  this  cpn- 
.  gregation.  To  this  I  attribute  largely  the  great  blessings  we  have 
enjoyed  in  spiritual  refreshment,  and  in  religious  activities.  The  grace 
of  God  as  personalized  in  the  living,  dying  and  risen  Christ,  has  always 
had  the  chief  place  in  the  ministrations  from  this  pulpit!  Of  Him  the 
Holy  Ghost  testifies,  and  when  we  are  thus  -looking  unto  Jesus,  we  are 
always  receiving  His  promised  blessing,  and  His  indwelHng  life  and 
presence. 

ll.  This  is  further  manifest  from  the  growth  of  the  Church. 

Soon  after  my  .settlement,  measures  were  taken  to  refit  this  building 
and  ,n  removing  the  seats,  modifying  in  a  measure  the  space  occupied,' 
to  make  the  whole  house  more  commodious  for  worshippers.  At  the 
same  time  the  resolution  of  the  congregation  to  imroduce  the  organ,  as 
instrumental  in  the  service  of  praise  was  resumed  and  carried  into 
effect.  To  accomplish  these  ends  required  a  large  increase  upon  the 
current  outlay,  and  the  people  responded  henrtilv  to  the  appeal.  These 
changes  were  speedily  effecied,  and  h.ve  been  ei  joyed  wiih  cumfort 
and  thankfulness  since  that  time.  The  liloderation  and  harmony  which 
have  prevailed  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  material  affairs,  are 
northe  least  of  the  many  blessings  for  which  we  thank  God  to  day. 

In  the  years  under  review,  the  growth  of  the  Church  in  members  has 
been  peculiar  from  its  steady  and  gradual  increase  from  year  to  year  till 
the  last. 

The  names  of  1,874  communicants  have  been  during  the  ten  years 
on  the  Roll  of  the  Church,  Of  these,  549  by  confession,  and  890  by 
certificate,  in  all  1439  have  been  added  under  my  ministry,  while  946  have 
been  withdrawn,  leaving  the  number  at  this  present  date  (April  20th), 
928. 

These  additions,  and  this  increase,  have  been  in  connection  with 
the  ordinary  means  of  grace  and  under  permanent  ordinances.  This  is 
worth  noting  in  these  days  of  sensation,  when  much  that  is  un.scriptural 
in  method  is  often"  propos<^d,»  for  the  reaching  of  sinners  unsaved,  and 
pointing  them  to  Christ.  A  htalthy  life  keeps  growing,  (lod  has  given  . 
us  His  Word  and  ordinances,  that  we  may  grow  thereby.  AVhen  a 
congregation  becomes  formal  and  wprldly,  so  that  the  regular  means  oV 
grace  prove  inoperative,  when  the  manna  of  the  Word  is  loathed  by 
the  hearers,  and  they  demand  the  condiments  of  Egypt  to  satisfy  their 
worldly  and,acaiUyJ««t8,-^thqtv4kttfe%neces<ji^ 
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method  So  God  dealt  with  Israel  in  judgment^nd  so  He  often 
His  Church.  Revival-  services  have  been  productive  of 
arousing  a   church   from   the    lethargy   of 


deals  with 
good, 


in 


,  .  .„    ,  — ..argy  of  spiritual   death.     Yet  their 

history  will  show,  I  think,  that  in  modern   times  they  have  been  mo^e 

•  m^kinTh  -g-ent.ng  numbers,  than  in  deepening  spiritual  life,  and 
making  Christians  consistent  in  their  testimony  before  men 

These  methods  have  not  been  used  in  this  congregation.     There 
has  always  been  manifested,  since  I  have  known  you,  a  greater  love  fo 
fhe    interpretation   and    exposition    of    the     Scriptures,    and    for     he 
missionary  prayer  meetings  of  the  Church,  than   for  other  and  more 
popular  methods  of  religious  service.. 

The  growth  in  mission  ^.Drk  aad  consecration,  the  interest  shown 
by  so  large  a  number  in  Sabbath  schools,  Bible  classes,  and  the  praye" 
meetings,  are  to  me  abundant  evidences  of  your  ;rofiting  in' h  y 
things,  and  of  the  presence  and -guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  Accord 
mgly  the  increase  of  our  membership  has  not  been  Lm  pe  sofi 
persuasion  by  ihe  pastor.  -  ""■   personal 

•  ,jy  '""''"'°"  ''°'"  ""=  ^"'P"-  ">  "'"^-  'o  tl.o  class  for  instruction 
lllTT'T  '"7"'""'  ■"  ^■"'"""■"ion  in  the  Church,  has  J  ^    . 
followed   by  ,l,e  vobtmary  application  ,  of  so   ,„a„y,  each  sr^cesSe  ' 
Sacramental  season,  a,  often  ,0  surprise  the  n,en,ber    of  SessXten 
the  report  was  nrade  .0  thetn.     It  is  a  reason  for  gratitude  t,^  day  ttu 

.n  the  use  of  the  Word,  and  prayer  and  ord.nan,  cs  in.e  I  It  fa  * 

::a:=r';^^:rfii::^'-^'^^-""''''™«!.^--« 
,^^....;".f:::s:^^::^::;s;„fi^:::eb^ 

8  ven  ,o.h.consreBa,i„n  each  year.   The  report  of  t^- last  year  will      ■ 
T';         '^  'Jm   """•'  ™'"l'lete  of  any  we  have  yet  issued      I, 

.      >  .,  ( l„,{il,  mm  or  three  .hu,>dre<l  members,  ea,  h  ,an  easilv 

firf  "i"?!';,"  •;"  T  "r  """"'"^-  - "--  v-urdep::.:: 

work.      In  .,  ,lu  r,J,  ol  a  thousand  ,ne,nbers  th,s  is  in.possiblc.     The 
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it  so  in  our  congregational  work.     With  no  suecess  or  advantage  could 
we  do  It  except  for  our  system  of  districts  and  three  office  bearers  to 

This  is  sometimes  called  machinery.  But  it  is  essential  for  the 
orderly  doing  of  the  work  "laid  upon  us  by  the  providence  of  (iod  And 
1  assure  the  congregation  that  for  the  success  of  work  m  our  church, 
you  are  argely  indebted  to  these  voluntary  servants  of  the  church,  the 
Elders  Deacons  and  Lady  Visitors,  who  in  their  respective  fields  of 
abor,  have  been  fakhful  to  the  Master  and  to  the  church  they  serve. 
Vhen  faithful  workers  have  been  removed  from  our  fold,  others  have 
been  found,  wilhng  and  made  ready  by  the  Spirit  to  take  up  the  work 
they  laid  down.     And  thus  Cod  has  hkssed  us  most  abundantly 

Ihe  material  upon  which  we  are  all   called  to  work,  in  accord  with 
the  Spirit.  IS  to  be  reached  by  personal  influence  and  example. 

I  his  IS  the  gospel  order,  and  it  harmonizes  with  the  law  of  nature 
Another  fruit  which  we  must   name   to  the  praise   of  (Jod's  grace 
.s.  M.  OMvork^'rs  wc  have  in  the  ^^reat  Jield  of  the  world.     This  ,s  om^ 
substantial  obedience  to  the   last  command.     We 'have  two  members 
m  China,  one  went.!  to  Corca,  and  one  is  in  India.     These  brethren  and 
sisters  have  drawn    forth    many, prayers  from   our  hearts,    for   blessing 
upon  them,  and  upholding  grace,  m  their  distant  fields  of  labor       \nd 
1"   return  the    ruh,    gra,:ious    showers    of    the   SpiriVs  influence  have 
descended     upon     us    here.       The    material    support    of     Christian 
ordinances  at  home,  and  the   means   to  establish  them,  and  for  a  time 
maintain  tUein  abroad,  are   good  evidences  of  the  real  growth  of  Chris- 
inns   m  knowledge  and  m   life.     And  here  we  find  a  gratifying  record 
■n  glancing  at  our  statistics  fi,r  ten  years.      In    round    numbers  we  have 
risen   (lom   $6,ooo  to  $,7,000  for  home  expenses,  andlrom- $.,000   to 
:j5 1 5,000  lor  .s,  hemes  of  the  Chun  hand  other  benevolent  societies     This 
g'rowth     has     been    gradual    and    healihfiil,    n..t    spasmod,,-    or    fitful 
I  he    grand    total    „f   <„ntribut,ons    from    the    . onKregaiion    has    been 
$  .<S7,«2..  an,)  of  this  sun,  $8,^,7,;,,  have  been  given   to  the  s<  hemes  of 
the  Church  and  other    benevolent  objects.     Though  we   have   a   slight 
<le(  rease  in  our  membership,  from  removal  to  other  ( ongregafions,    the 
present  year  in  o.ir  <Imr<  h,  the  ofleringslo  sJ.emes  and  heueiudeme  'were 
$,?.5oo  beyond  any   former  year  of  the  .  hm.  h,  .,„d  the   total  amount 
given  $2,500  beyond  any  prevKULs  year  of  our  history,      'j-his  cert.iinly 

"■rl,.^!!"'!:^''^'^""'  -''    ""■'^;^"f^''''^"'-^''^t.  '"Kl  of  a  growing   sense 

.^^ «;*ii*,«Mfefimr for  tnrf  Trasts  aTsfifwirms  of  TToO's  bounty.  " 
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Another  evidence  of  spiritual  prosperity  for  which  we  are  to-day  pro-^ 
foundly  grateful  to  our  Lord;  is  the  attendance  u[)on  the  regular  services 
of  the  church.     The  average  attendance,  the  first  year  of  my  ministry 
here,  Mras,  morning  6ir,  evening  612  ;  the  last  year,  morning  695,  even- 
ing  725.     The  average,  attendance  for  the   ten   years,  morning   740, 
evening  783.      When  we  consider  the  distance  of  residence  from  the 
church,  the  fluctuations  of  the  weather,  and  the  many  who  are  invalids, 
this  may^be  regarded  as  a  good  fruit  of  the  work  of  this  congregation! 
As  your. pastor,   I  have  striven  in  these  years  to  be  devoted  to  my 
responsible  work,  as   before   the   Lord,   and   then  to  this  church  and 
congregation  as  your  servant  in   Him.     I  have  prepared  and  preached 
to  you  873  sermons.     'J'here  have   been  347  baptisms,   260  marriages, 
244    funerals,   528  prayer-meetings,    700    classes  for  instruction,    i860 
meetmgs    outside,    in    connection    with    church    and    benevolent   and 
charitable    institutions  ;    making   in    all    4,565    appointments  attended 
by  me,  and  7,000  pastoral  calls. 

These  varied  duties  convey  but  little  knowledge  of  the  influences  and 
results  of  labors  that  depend  for  saving  efffcct  and  impression  on  the 
Holy  Spirit.  These  we  cannot  measure,  and  eternity  alone  will  give  the 
true  estimate  of  all  services  that  have  been  bestowed  by  pastor  and  people 
in  the  Name  of  the  Master.  The  hearjy  cooperation  of  earnest  and 
faithful  ofl^ce-bearers  in  all  the  branches  of  our  work,  is  worthy  of  great 
commendation.  The  helpful  response  of  the  people  m  all  matters  of 
necessary  outlay,  both  for  home  and  foreign  expenditure  in  church  work 
IS  a  ^in^rk  of  your  Christian  growih. 

The  kindest  consideration  for  the  wants  of  your  pastor,  and  a  ready 
;inswer  to  his  appeals  for  mission  work,  and  for  the  endowment  funds 
of  the  Church  have  ever  been  shown.  Y  need  only  allude  to  vour 
special  sympathy  aiul  tokens  of  regard,  whcti  aniiction  of  the  sorest 
kind  befell  h,e.  m  the-  thud  year  of  my  mmistry,  and  again,  your 
thoughtfulness  for  my  health,and  ,  ,.M,(orl  two  years  since,  when  from 
your  kind  suggestion  I  was  enabled  to  visit  the  land  so  dear  to  most  of 
this  cotmregation. 

Vour  kind    interest    in  the  cause  of  foreign  missions  is  >en  in  the 
'"n<l  accumulating  for  use  in  Ht,n..n  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment 
now  reaching  with  the  sa.  iifu  ,al  ofl-ering  of  one  „(  .u.r  members  on   the' 
field,    the   sum    of   $4,^00,   and    also  for  college  end 


of  $ 


12,000.  and  for   the    Aged    and   Infirm   M 


In  ;idditiori  to  these  special  investments,  the  small 


owment  the  sum 
lusters'   I'uiul,  $.',500. 
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number  in  proportion  to  their  ability,  and  each  one  enclosed  in  the 
prayer  of  taith,i|^nstitiue  an  abiding  offering  of  sweet-smelling  savor 
before  the  Lord,  which  shall  never  be  forgotton. 

"  Honor  the  Lord  with  .thy  substance,"  in  the  "grace  of4%iving,"  is 
one  of  the  most  practical  fruits  of  holiness  that  can  adorn  a  christian 
life. 

Did  time  permit  I  should  love  to  refer  to  the  testimonies  that  have 
been  given  me  by  many  whom  I  address,  as  well  as  frorfi  strangers 
providentially  present  with  us  in  our  meetings— of  the  great  benefit 
derived  from  the  unfolding  of  God's  word  to  them  by  His  Spirit,  in 
this  house  and  in  the  lecture  room.  'J'hese  immediate  frui'ts  of  life 
and  character,  wherein  the  distinctive  evidence  of  supernatural  grace  is 
seen  and  felt,  are  the  most  precious,  because  they  will  endure  forever. 
They  will  be  admired  by  all  Holy  Beings,  as  jewels  of  the  rarest  water, 
because  their  lustre  and  eternal  brightness  will  continually  reucal, 
illustrate  and  magnify,  the  fbounding  grace  and  infinite  love  of  our 
Clod  and  l'"ather  in  J^'djHHbrist. 

IV.     'i'here  are  n^fjfffmdous  memories  connected  with  this  decade 
ot  years. 

I  cannot  forget  the  large  number  removed  fron)  our  roll  ;  about  one- 
tenth    have    been    taken    away    by   death,  and    of   these,    nearly  one 
twentieth  were  in  office  at  the  time  of  their  removal. 

The  first  one  called  from  our  .session  to  higher  service,  was  the 
warm  hearted  and  genial  Richard  S.  Hrodie,  who  was  one  of  the  first  to 
greet  me  on  my  arrival  here,  and  was  diligent  and  faithful  in  all  his 
labors  of  love.  He  was  removed  from  these  earthly  scenes  in  1882, 
just  after  the  deej)  bereavement  of  my  own  house,  wIr-u  the  tenderest 
sympathies  had  been  excited,  and  we  all  mourned  deeply  at  our 
separation  from  him.  The  next  year  the  Hon.  John  McMurrich,  after 
a  peaceful  and  gentle  descent  to  the  grave  for  some'  months,  was 
speedily  convoyed  by  angels  to  the  |)resenre  of  his  Lord.  His 
heart  had  lu'en  for  y»-ars  bound  up  111  the  interests  of  this  church,  and 
he  rejoiei-d  greatly  in  the  spiritual  prosperity  he  was  |)ermitfed  to 
witness.  He  was  a  |)illar  for  the  defence  of  the  Inith,  and  his  loyally 
to  Christ  was  ever  manifesli-d  in  a  christian  and  holy  life.  Ills 
mllueiue  and   his  works, still  remain  to  testily  of  his  devotion. 


SU( 


In    18S4,  James    Livingstone,   the    sweet   singer 
Ideiily 


in   (MM     Israi'l,  was 


summoned,  and   joylully  went    to  aliuiw   with    his    Lord.      II 
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monument.     In   1885,  Robert  Mcjanet,  a  faithful'  elder  was  called  to 
his  rest.     In  1887,  Mr.  James  Fleming,  an  old  resident  of  this  city,  and 
for  many  years  an  office-bearer  in  Knox  Church  as  trustee,  was  removed 
by  death,    and  the  same  year  another  trustee  died.    Dr.  John  Fulton 
respected  and  honored  in  his  profess||,.     The  last  year,  three  of  ouJ 
brethren,  well-known  and  beloved,  onelom  the  session';  Mr  James  H 
Fyfe,  and  two  who  had  been  in  the  Deacons' court,  Mr.  C.co   Wacdonafd 
and  Mr.  James  M.  Simp.spn,  were  carried  to  rest,  after  severe  sufferings 
•by   Imgermg    disease.     Mr.    Oeorge    Sutherland,     for    many   years  a 
member  of  the  session   of  this  church,  ^nd  who  withdrew  from  office 
two  years  ago,  to  connect  with  another  congregation,   though   still    a 
member  with  us,  died  last  December. 

These  all,  we    believe,   died    in  the  faith,  and  their    works  .survive 
them       Influences  from   ^heir  lives  are  still   working  and  will   not    be 
ended  t.Il    time  shall   ceAe.     Of  honored  women,  too,  who  have  borne 
part  m  the  service  of  Christ,  we  recall  several  names,  who  were  faithful 
.n  every  good  work  :   Mrs.  Noble  Stitt  .so  active  in  all   benevolence,  will 
be  remembered  by  the  older  members  of  the  congregation  ;  Miss  Ann 
(  berry,    the    faithful    distr.ct   visitor  ;     Miss    Gordon,    whose    devoted 
niterests  m  this  church  and  its  work  was  unabated  to  the  end  of  her 
art.ve  l.fe  ;  and  last,  but  recently  taken  from  her  loved  home,  Mrs  Thos 
Mr(  raken-akvig  tmie  ,n  this  membership,  a^  prominently  active  in 
m.ssu.n   and  church  work      though   connected;  the   last  two  years,  with 
.  u.  new  B„or  Street  Presbyterian  Clnmh.      ^^'e  miss  the  familiar  faces 
.>f  those  who    labored  w.th  us  h«re   duruig  tl^e  brief  years  we  review 
l».taswearesus1aiMe<l  by   the  unfaltering   hope   set    lorti,    ,u  „ur  text' 
wf  .nay  see  then,  glorified  with  our  i,ord,  and  n.d.ant  w.th  the  reflected 
light  of  His  coiinteiia.ice. 

We  all  regret  the  separatio.,  of  esteemed  office-bearers' and 
<o-workers  to  other  churches  ,n  the  city,  organized  with.n  the  last  two 
years.  Mc^rs  Mla.k.e,(for  a  long  ^.eriod  senior  member  of  our"  session) 
McI,eod  Manser,  and  Northey  are  thus  connected  with  these  ,h.ir,  lus 
Kev.  Ihoinas  Lowrey,  IV^r.  Walter  Turnbull,  an.l  Mr.  \V,lhan, 
I  -mson  have  whhdra,.,,  from  the  sess.un,  res.gn.ng  tiJr  p<,sitio,. 
ntlRT  rem  absence  from  the  ,-,ty.  or  fro.n  .11  health  after  years  of 
laitiiful  .service.  .  ^  ' 
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■.heL.!^  ""^ '"'*"'  """  "^Z''-^^-''-     The  review  p™„,i«s 

Within  the  ten  years  past,  fifteen  new  Presbyterian  Pasto;s,  now  in 
charge  havei.een  inducted  in  th^city.    WUhin  two  years  past  hine  n^ew 
^eshyter,an  churches    have  been  organized  in   the  c.ty  and  suburbs. 
We  have  sent  to  these  churches  and  to  some  of  the  older  ones,  within 
ths  t.me,    ,24  members.     Many  who  were  our  best  workers  ;re  now 
active  y  engaged  m  the  same  work  on  these  new  grounds.     We  do  not 
e^grudg.  them,  for  the  Lord's  work  is  one.   But  we  do  find  reason  for  a 
strong  appeal  to  those  who  have  not  volunteered  for  servic,.  to  now 
con     fo     ,,d      d  take  the  vacant  places. ,  More  is  to  be  done  than  ever 
be  pre  .f  we  hold  our  own  in  the.  tide  of  increasing  population.  The  city  ' 
has  a  hundred  thousand  more  people  than  ten  years  ago.  Then  we  had 
eleven  Presbytenan  Churches,  now  twenty.  "  Then  454   members,  now 
near  a  thousand.     The  field  around  this  church  building  is  more  needy 
than  ever.      I  borough  organization  of  our  forces  is  an  actual  necessity' 
The  city  between  Queen  street  and  the  Bay,  from  Sherbourne  to  York, 
.s  our  field  with  no  one  else  to  till  it.      rhe  mission  at  Duches-s  street  i  ' 
doing   nob  e    work,    but    needs    reinforcements.       Another    ceqlre   of 
operation  should  be  opened  near  York,  street,  and  special  effbrt  should 
be  put  forth  in  that  leprous  portion  of  the  city.      'i1,ose  who  Will  stand 
up  for  (  hrist  in  this  church  from  our  younger  members,  have  now  the 
golden   opportunity.     What    is    done   to   maintain   the   hncient    good- 
narne  of   this  city,  must,be   done  speedily,  or   the"  effort  wil'fte  too 
late    to    prevent   the  ^sual  surjJusage  of  Wge  cities,  from,  tailing   the 
crown  of  righteousness  from  us.      Let  (,.  look  from  the  earth,  to  the 
heavens  above.       From  the  consideration  of  the  thingVs   seen   to    those 
that  i,re  unseen.     From   the  machinery  and  the  men,  to   the  source  of 
power,  and  to  the  Personal  (lod.    -His  grace  is  pectdiarly  manifested 
in  His  ward  and  His  Spirit;  '.    ' 

.,  We  have  the  Word  of  Cod  :  "  For  th,  grace  of  (iod  that  In-ihgeth 
salvation  ha.h  appeared  |9  all  men."  To  thus  as  the  foundation  I  trace 
all  the  good  results  we  have  recounted.  This  filled  my  heart  with  joy 
tbe  first  tnne  1  l,^f,ked  upon  this' congregation.  ,  The  Hible  open  in  the 
hands  o  the  hearers  the  ejr  and  the  Tv.  open  upon  ihc  V^^^  .  Uo 
ready  in  ets  for  the  Spirit  to  u^mu   impressing  the  heart.    "Lnng^nay 
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the  children  fbljow. 
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hold  It.  ^   He  'does  it  by  revealing  the  Christ  to  us.     The  word  Personal 
,speaks  as  we  do  tH^ough  ^r«/.and   iDritten  words.  -  Thps  God  arrests 
attention.     A  forgotten  text  springs  Trom  memory's  treasure-box? often 
in  the  night  time,  and  gives  light,  and  lif'e  and  power.  ,  Redouble  atl 
efforts  at  seed-sowing  in  the  family  and  school,     Neyer  give  over,  "The 
Spirit  breathes  upon  the  Word,"  "and  brings   the  truth"  to  sight.'"--   He 
)vill  jfl«^//^  through  the /r/////.     "Thy  ze;<?r^  is  truth." 
»•       3-     The  consecrated  life.     "  Teaching  us  that,  denying  ungodliness 
and  worldly  lusts,  we  should  Hve  soberly,  rightfeously,  and  godly,  in  this 
present  world.;"  denying  un^liness  and 'every  worldly  lust— saying 
"No  "to  the   temlpter,  in    business,  -in    pleasure!   in   religious  service. 
Saymg  "No  "-to  Wry  inward  liist,  which. under  the  plea  of  sickness- 
rot  health— of  pr^riety,  or  education,  (fr  Enjoyment— assumes  the  guise 
to  deceive.     This  is  negative.     We  cannot  empty  the,  heart  and  leave 
It  with  safety  unfili^ed.  j  We  are  to  live,  not  act.     It  must  be  life.     We 
are  to  live  '' soher/y^righteously  ^nA  godly  in  this  present  world."     A 
positive  religion  is  the  only  one  that  can  resist  the  tide   of  this  world. 
•  No  compromise  with  custom,  with  any 'devices  of  the  Evil  One,  disguised 
•  only  to  deceive  us,  and  bring  us  into  a  deadly  bondage.     This  is  indi- 
vidual equipment,  before  we  touch  work. 

4.     The  motive  power  of  life.     "  Looking  fdV  that  blessed  hope^and 
the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ." 
Unless  we  are  risen  with  Him  by  faith  we  cannot  have  this  hope.     But 
as  we  are  looking  unto  Jesus  l>ecause  risen  with  Him,  we  shall  certainly 
bQ  filled  With  the  same  expectation  which  is  upon  his  heart.     The  Head  • 
and  the  Members  of  the  Body  are  one.     If  He  is  waiting  to  be  mani- 
fested in  glory  on  this  earth,  we  are  to  be  like  Him  there— and  this' is 
the  hope  that  kindles  action.     While  longing  to  see  Him,  gazing  upon 
Him  by  faith,    the  Spirit  reveals  our.  freedom   from    condemnation    - 
from  the  power  of  sin     from  all  inifjuity     and  thus  separated  to  Him  - 
as  a  purchased  treasure— a  pearl  of  great  |)rice.     And  for  what  all  this 
expenditure  on  ^t>«  and  M<r. 

5.  That  we  may  be  zealous  oi good  works.  "  Who  gave  Him.setf  for 
us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from'airiniiiuity  and  purify  unto  Himself 
a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works,  'i'hese  things  speak  and  ex- 
liprt,  and  rel)uke  with  all  authority.  Let  no  man  despise  thee."  Because 
we  have  been  redeemed  let  us  yield  ourselves  wholly  unto  Him.  Be- 
cause He  has  .saved  me  from  the  abys.s,  lot  my  life,  my  time,  my  sub- 
stance, 1)0  all  held  at    His  j^cacious  disposal.      Let  my  /.eal  be  kindled 
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stZ'  tn  /  1'  "'1°'  "^'^  ''^•"^'  P^^"'"'  ^"^•^'"g  g^-— «  I  - 
stnvmgjo  do  those  things  that  are  pleasing  in  His  sight.     May  this 

work  o  the  Sp..t  fill  our  hearts.  For  what,  has  my  Satiour  reJeeJ, 
me,  and  sana^^ed  me  ?  That  He  may  have  me  wholly  for  Himself- 
His  own  at  all  times— "  zealous  of  good  works." 

Let  us,  dearly  beloved,  renew  our  consecration  to  God  in  Hi.^  house 
-in  response  to  His  urgent  call-"  Here  we  offer  and  present  unto 
.1  hee,  O,  Lord  ourselves,  our  souls  and  bodies,  to  be  a  reasonable,  holy 
and  hvmg  sacr.fK:e  unto  Thee,"  and  in  the  gifted  words  of  Miss  Haver 
feal,  let  the  offermg  be  personal  and  individual. 

.     "  Take  my  life,  and  let  it  be, 
Consecrated,  Lord,  to  Thee  " 

"  Take  my  lips,  and,  let  them  be    * 
tilled  with  messages  from  Thee." 

•'  Take  my  silver  and  my  gold, 

Not  a  mite  would  I  withhold."       ,       - 

"  Take  my  will,  and  make  it  thine  : 
It  shall  be  no  longer  mine." 

'  Take  my  heart,  it  is  Thine  Own  ;  "" 

It  shall  be  Thy  royal  throne."  ' 

"  Take  myski.f  and  I  will  be  ■ 

Kver,  only,  <i/Hor  Thee." 
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